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Letter from the
Editor

FEDERAL DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION,
BETAR AUSTRALIA

ELI JANOVER

Ze’ev Jabotinsky viewed Betar as his
crowning life achievement and to it he
gave his heart and soul. He wrote the
following
to
the
Provincial
World
Executive of Betar in 1928, on Betar’s fifth
anniversary.
“Betar is monastic as hermits in days gone
preserved the purity and glory of your life.
This shall be your law: dignity in everything

Welcome to the 2020 edition of Betar

that you do in word and deed, in your

Australia’s iton, Haderech. It is my hope

attitude,

that within this publication you will find

towards

friends

and

rivals,

women, the elderly, children. At work,

something to ponder and something to

whatever it be, manual labour or office

empassion you.

work,

5780. What a year we have had. In my

public

or

private

-

work

with

devotion. In time of danger, act as a sharp

role as the Federal Director of Education

weapon, and in daily life within society, be

(Rosh Chinuch Artzi), I have had the

an example of generosity and honesty…

privileged position of watching and

From today henceforward, I shall pay

guiding the evolution of Betar Australia

special attention to the Betar movement

as a movement through the challenges of

and work together with you.

this past year.

Your friend,
Ze’ev Jabotinsky.”

The era we live in has become known as ‘the

Anthropocene’, due to the fact that humanity
is now the primary driving force of change

within the climate and the environment. The
term, ‘Anthropocene’ comes from the Greek
words ‘anthropo’, meaning man and ‘cene’,
meaning new. On the archeological and

geological record of Earth’s history we have

surpassed millions upon millions of years of

microscopic and then dinosaur life. And yet,
in about ten thousand years humans have

impacted the earth so much so that we are
able to clearly denote a geological and
environmental change as a result. For

comparison, the previous era lasted 66

million years and the era before that lasted
Ze'ev Jabotinsky

about 190 million years!
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In the past 100 years technology has

advanced far more than it has in all of
human history. We are surely living in

extraordinary times (not to mention the

global pandemic we are all dealing with).
I am telling you this because as we

approach Rosh HaShana we become

conscious of the cyclical nature of the

Jewish lunar calendar. We eat customary
foods such as Challah Agula so that we

take notice of the fact that, at the same
time, we are at the beginning of a new
year and the end of the previous year.

Though the origins of the Challah Agula

custom as we know it today likely began
in the early Ashkenazi tradition, after the

destruction of the Second Temple and the
resulting exile. The Jewish calendar has
been repeating for many thousands of

years, beginning well before the exile to
Ashkenaz.

As an educator It is so important to remember the larger historical context, even to the scale
of millions of years, in order to find our role in the long continuum of Earth’s history, human
history and Jewish history. Betar is unique in that it aims to bring this historic context to

Jewish Zionist education, reconnecting modern Jewish youth with their ancient ancestors.

The names of Betar’s age groups from youngest to oldest are: Shimshonim, Chashmonaim,

Giborim, Kanaim, Biluim, Chalutzim, Bnei Etzel and Shvei Tzion. These are the heroes of Jewish
history, groups or individuals who were proud Jews, strong fighters and pioneers of their
time.

It is my hope for the New Year that the Jewish youth of Australia maintain their Jewish

identity with pride and preserve the legacy of the Jewish heroes and pioneers “as hermits in
days gone”, whilst strengthening their connection to our ancient homeland, Israel.

. ולשנה הבאה בירושלים,עם ישראל חי
Eli Janover
Editor, Rosh Chinuch Artzi
Chinuch@betar.org.au
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Letter from the
Director
FEDERAL DIRECTOR OF BETAR
AUSTRALIA

ELI LIBSON

2020 has not been the year that any of us
expected. It has given us many new and

difficult challenges that we have had, and

continue, to work through in order to continue
providing our chanichim (participants) with
the experiences that we believe are vital to

Australian youth. I am so proud to have seen
how our madrichim (leaders) have adapted
to these challenges and continued to work
incredibly hard to keep providing our

chanichim with environments that encourage
their growth.

This year we have had to reimagine what

informal education and leadership looks like
when you are unable to run peulot

(activities) in person. We have had to look at
new ways to interact with our communities

and ways to allow them to interact with us. I
was continually impressed to see the new

and creative methods our madrichim used to
continue running our activities.

Although we were unable to run our Senior
Seminar and Winter Camps in traditional
ways, we implemented an online Winter

Camp, allowing all of our Betarim to interact
with each other from across Australia. This

online initiative was hugely successful, and

although we were sad not to be able to enjoy
camp in the way we normally do, the online
alternative allowed us to educate our
chanichim in a brand new way.

Our madrichim have seen the relevance we

have to all Betarim. At a time where their lives
may have been disrupted, Betar has provided
a space where our chanichim can feel
comfortable.

Our communities have seen many people

over the years question the relevance and
impact of the youth movements, including
Betar.

This year I have seen that the youth

movements ability to adapt and continue to

provide support and growth to our members
is critical. I would like to thank all of our

community for the support they have given

Betar through this time, and for giving us the
confidence to try new ideas.

Seeing the continual impact that our

movement and its leaders have on our

communities has been the highlight of this

tafkid (position). Having our chanichim and

their parents tell us how much they’ve grown

from being in Betar, hearing from community
members about our stances and actions on

issues important to them, and learning about

the way Betar operates internationally always

helps remind me about the importance of our
work and the impact that youth can have. I
hope that this New Year sees us return to a
sense of normality, and that we remember

the lessons that we learnt during this difficult
period.

Shana Tovah ve' Tel Chai.
Eli Libson

Rosh Hanhagah Artzit (Federal Director)
Australia@betar.org.au
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Awaken the
soul of Israel

ELIE JOSEPH

Born in England, Elie Joseph was
one of the founders of Betar in

London. He is an activist through
and through, fighting for many

causes dear to his heart. Elie is
pictured here interrupting a

conference in Israel, whilst trying
to bring attention to the issue of
Israeli arms sales to murderous
regimes.

Credit: Meged Gozani

ָ ש
ָ ך ֖ ו ִּמ ֵ ּב ֣ית אָ ִב
ָ מ ֹו לַ ְד ְּת
ָ ְך ֛ מֵ ֽ אַ ְר צ
ָ ְ" ַו יֹ ּ ֤אמֶ ר ה' אֶ ל־אַ ְב ָ ֔ר ם לֶ ְך ־ל
ך ֙ לְ ג ֣ ֹו י ָ ּג ד֔ ֹו ל
ׂ ְ ֶ ְו אֶ ֽ ע: ָ ּש ֥ר אַ ְר אֶ ֽ ך
ֶ ׁ ֲל־ה אָ ֖ ֶר ץ א
ָ
ֶ֑יך א
ֽ ּ ך ֥ ו ִּמ
ָ ֔ ך ֖ אָ אֹ֑ר ְו נִ ְב ְר כ ֣ו ּ ְב
ָ ְל ל
ָ כ
ָ ֶד ֖ ָל ה ׁ ְש מ
ָ ֔ ְַו ֽאֲ בָ ֶ֣ר כ
":ך כּ ֹ֖ל ִמ ׁ ְש ּ ְפ חֹ ֥ת ָהֽאֲ ָד מָ ֽ ה
ּ ֶ יך ו ְּמ ַק
ֶ֔  ַו ֽאֲ בָ ְֽר ָכ ה ֙ ְמ בָ ֲ֣ר:֑ך ֶו ְֽה יֵ ֖ה ְּב ָר ָכֽה
ּ ְ ך ַו ֽאֲ ַג
"And Hashem told Avram, Go to yourself from your land, from your homeland, from
your father's house to the land I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation
and I shall bless you and I will make your name great and you shall be a blessing.
And I shall bless those who bless you and those who curse you I will curse and you
shall be a source of blessing for all the nations of the earth.”
In these few verses we have the mission of the nation of Israel. So what lies behind these

words? The sages in the midrash relate the story of how and why Avram smashed the idols.
People came and asked to buy an idol that they could admire. One, a heroic idol, another
an old wise idol and so on. Avram, after ridiculing their wishes, smashes the idols and

declares: “They have mouths that can't speak, hands that can't feel, legs that can't walk!” So
Avram is to leave that primitive world to venture into himself and go to a land where he can
express himself.

לך- לך- Go unto yourself. Understand your story and become yourself; that is the essence.
So how did we end up worshipping the idols of money, wealth and power and are

prepared to arm mass murderers in South Sudan, Myanmar and Cameroon. What went
wrong?

A young woman goes down to the river. She sees a little baby in a small basket crying and

has compassion. That is the point that Batya, the daughter of Pharaoh, meets her soul. That

is the point where she assumes her innate power, where she knows no fear. Her compassion
is transformed into passion. That is when one becomes oneself. The next stage is to teach

the child to know himself, and when he has understood that then he can go out and look at
the suffering of his brothers and become a leader. Compassion is the authentic trait of a
leader. In other words, Moshe chooses to behave like his adoptive mother and recognize
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himself. "Go unto yourself."

So here is our failure. When you go into a dark room, it is impossible to face darkness
without light. Darkness must give us the motivation to look for light or we simply don’t

understand darkness. We learnt about the Holocaust and we ignored the principal and only
true message: The light. Those who risked their lives to save us.

We didn't learn about Raoul Wallenberg who said to the Nazis, "You dared to kidnap my
children, don't you dare try to stop me!" After saying that, no one could stop him from

saving thousands of Jewish children. Piletzki, who infiltrated Auschwitz to get the word out:
no one listened to him and he declared, "My brothers, we have strayed from the path in a

dreadful manner.” Irena Sendler, Sugihara and many others. They hold the message of the
light, a light which we have not handed over to our children. Maybe selling arms to

murderers can make one rich. We worship money and false power and have become

heartless, or as written in the Bible, we have assumed a 'heart of stone', resembling an idol
that can not feel.

Now we have to raise our voice or we will simply lose our emotional sanity. Yes, we love

Israel with all our hearts. Yet we have to cry out if our love is real. Ze’ev Jabotinsky wrote in
Shir Betar, " "כי שקט הוא רפש- For silence is dirt, and through silence we will only forget the

light, forget who we are and forget where we come from. The soul of Israel is in our hands.
In President Eisenhower’s 1961 farewell speech he warned America of the greatest danger to
the USA. Which was the level of control and power within the administration held by the

military industries and the risk it poses to the spiritual and political heritage of generations
to come. Our spiritual heritage is our absolute right to love every human created in G-d's
image and our political heritage is democracy. Our right to our voice based on the
knowledge of who we are and what is going on.

But today, the Knesset, the legal system and the press hide from the people the dreadful

facts. They deny our people the right to change our ways. they hide from us the frightening
implications of arming mass murderers.

President Eisenhower was against the bombing of Hiroshima. When co-pilot Jerry Lewis saw
Hiroshima go up in flames after dropping the atomic bomb he cried out, "Oh my God, what
have we done?”.

A day will come when the people of Israel will cry, "Oh my God, what have we done?

"We will smash our idols, we will declare a fast day, then we will educate our children to love
every human being. Every year thousands of young Israelis will go to those countries in

Africa and they will give a year of service full of love where once we helped create
hell. ח ֥ת הָ ֽאֲ ָד מָ ֽה
ֹ  וְנִ בְ ְר כ ֣ו ּ בְ ֔ ָך כּ ֹ֖ל ִמ ׁ ְש ּ ְפ- And you will become a source of blessing for the family of
nations.

In two weeks we will begin every night to say Selichot - prayers of forgiveness and

compassion outside the Knesset. Our aim is to awaken the people of Israel to the love in our
hearts, to resemble God in His compassion. Our prayer is that we become worthy of the
blessing of the prophet Ezekiel - "I will give you a new heart and a new spirit and I will
remove the heart of stone from within you and I will give you a heart of flesh."

Betar Australia condemns the sale of Israeli arms to regimes which commit atrocities
against civilians.
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Standing up,
Coming out
FEDERAL DIRECTOR OF
MARKETING,
BETAR AUSTRALIA

BECK LIBSON

When I first joined Betar, around 10 years
ago, I was a shy and quiet child. I spoke

softly, never danced, and was constantly

afraid of others' judgment. Betar helped me
grow, to come out of my shell, and come

out. With the help and support of my friends
and madrichim I came out as non-binary,

meaning I do not identify as strictly male or
female, but somewhere in between.

When I came out to my friends from other youth movements, there was one question

that always came up: “What movement will you join now?” Needless to say, I was totally
taken aback. Betar is one of the main parts of my life that helped me discover my

confidence and my gender identity, why would I ever want to leave?! Everyone at Betar

had been nothing but welcoming and kind, from madrichim taking it upon themselves to
seek out education so they could support me better, to very young chanichim using

gender-neutral language unquestioningly. I realised that they perceived Betar to be an
unwelcoming space for LGBT youth, but my experience had been totally the opposite.
I realised eventually their concern was that while other youth movements had

formalised procedures for integrating LGBT people, and especially transgender campers,
Betar had lagged behind in this area. They were worried I would become frustrated and
isolated while trying to align Betar’s formalised practices with the beliefs and actions I

knew it already held so centrally. Others questioned why I would bother with the tedium
of motions and voting when I claimed that Betar already practiced exactly what it
needed to in order to make participants like me feel welcome.
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I knew that I needed to secure a future in Betar for LGBT youth. I had no doubt that
Hadar, our deep value of respect, would not allow Betar to become anything but a
welcoming place, but I needed our younger chanichim and those outside of the

movement to see what I had always seen; Betar is a loving and kind place where
everyone is welcome. I knew that it may not always be easy, but I was willing to

forge ahead because I understood what seeing yourself included in a group means.
I needed our LGBT chanichim who did not yet have the strength to come out to see
that Betar cherishes them. Not just individual mads, but the whole movement.

When I see a social media post from Betar
celebrating our LGBT members or

championing LGBT causes, when madrichim

approach me to better educate themselves,
when chanichim celebrate the diversity of

their peers, I see the curiosity, the tenacity

and the respect I feel is at the heart of Betar.
I am so grateful for my time in this

movement, and I know and hope it can only

continue to serve as a beacon to those who
feel downtrodden and outcast, to provide
them with a place to discover their true
worth as I once did.
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The Power of
Nationhood

DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION, BETAR
MELBOURNE

JONATHAN SHER

In 1923, Vladimir (Ze’ev) Jabotinsky travelled to
Riga, Latvia, to investigate the rumours he had
heard of a group that had been formed to
emulate his late friend, fellow soldier and

colleague, Joseph Trumpeldor. Together, they had
formed the Jewish Legion, the first Jewish armed
battalion since the crushing of the Bar-Kochva

revolt by Roman Emperor Hadrian almost 2000
years earlier. Tragically, whilst Jabotinsky

travelled about trying to find a way to convince
the Jewish people to accept the then fledgling

concept of Zionism, Trumpeldor had been killed
fighting in the battle of Tel Chai (to this day,

Betarim can still be recognised proudly greeting

one another with an enthusiastic reference to this
battle — “Betarim, Tel Chai!).

Still grieving over the loss of his friend Jabotinsky was astonished to find a group of youth
had established itself with the express purpose of achieving exactly what he and

Trumpeldor had envisioned. Without further ado, Jabotinsky offered them his guidance
and leadership, and Betar was born.

It has been 97 years since the birth of a movement that has spawned such figures as
Jabotinsky, Menachem Begin, and, albeit with far less grandeur/achievements to my

name, yours truly. For those to whom I have not been properly introduced, my name is

Jonathan Sher, and I am the Rosh Chinuch (Head of education) of Betar Melbourne. Being
in a position where I am responsible for the education of the ideals set down by

Jabotinsky almost a century ago, I often find myself pondering over a single question,
which nevertheless underpins everything we at Betar, past, present and future, aim to
achieve: What is the purpose of Betar?

Ask anyone not from the Betar community, and the first thing they will probably associate
with Betar are the likes of the Irgun, and an emphasis on self-defence (some detractors

may use other ways to describe this, to which I shall simply say, good luck penetrating the
Iron Wall). Whilst undeniably true, all of Betar’s activities have been, and always will be

undertaken with the intent of fulfilling Jabotinsky’s prime aspiration: The establishment of
a Jewish state in the land of our forefathers, the land of Israel.
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Looking back at the context in which Jabotinsky first conceived Betar’s mission, it comes

as no surprise that an emphasis was placed on achieving nationhood and self-defence:
For centuries, Jews had been fragmented, scattered across the globe, and faced with

endless persecution-from the mass killings of Jews in response to the Black Death, to the
expulsion from Spain, to the Russian Pogroms that plagued Jabotinsky’s youth. To quote

Jabotinsky himself, “During two thousand years of exile, the Jewish nation lost the habit of
concentrating its willpower on an all-important task, lost the habit of acting in unison as
a people.” With little communication and unison among the Jewish communities of the
world, how could they be expected to collectively fulfill the mission of every unique

culture, to contribute to the general development and advancement of mankind? For as
Jabotinsky realised “This contribution should not and cannot consist merely of the ideas

and good advice to other nations; it must serve as a living example of ideas and ideals,

tangibly realized.” Really, it is this concept that underpins everything we at Betar strive to
achieve.

Yet today, we are blessed to have the state of Israel, which begs the question: Has the

ultimate aim of Betar been fulfilled? Can we now sit back, knowing that Israel will carry it

forwards for us? The answer is that Israel’s foundation was only the beginning! Not since

our ancient exile has there been a concept, an idea, a shared belief that has unified Jews
from right across the globe, and given them a reason to maintain contact, co-operation,
and even a knowledge and interest in each other’s lives. Be it through gap year

programs, having family in Israel, visiting Israel and meeting Jews from all over the world,
or coming together to defend Israel from defamation, Israel is the one thread that has at
last brought Jews together in unison, and allowed us to contribute to the world stage in

ways never before imaginable. Indeed, one need only look at the amazing ingenuity that

comes out of Israel’s high tech and scientific sectors on a yearly basis to understand the
wisdom in Jabotinsky’s vision: only when Jews come together in common goal and

purpose, will we truly have a sense of who we are, and what we have to contribute to the
future development of humanity.
I know that as I write this,

humanity finds itself in the middle
of one of the strangest and most
complicated periods in recent

memory. At Betar, we take solace
in the fact that through our

continued, unyielding Zionism, we
ensure that we can at last truly
say: “Am Yisrael Chai — the
people of Israel live!”
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Peace for the
Sake of Peace
MEMBER OF KNESSET

SHARREN HASKEL

“We won’t be able to offer compensation for the land of Israel to the local Arabs or
Arabs from the rest of the world, hence an agreement is inconceivable. Therefore all
those who claim that an agreement is an “inevitable condition” of Zionism, can
relinquish Zion today. Our settlement should either stop - or continue without
consideration of the local population’s feelings. Which means that it can proceed and
develop only under the protection of a power that is independent of the local
population – behind an Iron Wall, which the local population cannot breach.”
- Ze’ev Jabotinsky, from his essay, 'the Iron Wall', 1923.
Nearly a century has passed since Ze’ev Jabotinsky, the spiritual leader of our party, the

Likud party, wrote these words which later became Israel’s security doctrine. The Iron Wall
doctrine at its core is simple - we will defend ourselves by ourselves, we won’t rely on

external forces for our security, and we will make sure that the fate of the Jewish nation

lies in the hands of the Jewish people. We will do what’s best for the people of Israel with
no regard to the Arab world’s refusal to accept us as a sovereign country.

Only by following these simple rules will we be able to achieve peace. Peace that comes
from a position of strength and not a position of weakness.

The Iron Wall doctrine has had its detractors and naysayers. The sentiment that an

Israeli-Palestinian agreement is THE core issue of the Middle-East still has supporters

among the international community and even left leaning Israelis. Recent developments
in the region over the last decade, and the recent agreement by the UAE to sign an

historic peace agreement between Israel and the United Arab Emirates are proof that
Jabotinsky was right.

The Middle-East is a very different place than what it was twenty years or even a decade
ago. The Arab Spring has thrown the Arab world into disarray. Strong Arab nations like

Egypt, Syria and Libya have either declined in power or simply disintegrated to multiple
warring factions. Iran has spread its tentacles in Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Yemen and

elsewhere targeting Israel but mostly the Sunni Muslim world - continuing the centuries
old blood feud between Sunni Muslims and Shia Muslims; and Recep Tayyip Erdoğan’s
Turkey is once again trying to rise as a regional power in the Middle-East and

Mediterranean. The Obama administration Middle-East policy has shown the moderate
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Arab world that the United States will not always be around to protect their interests.

In the middle of all of this turmoil remains Israel, behind its Iron Wall, as a bastion of

peace, human rights, and prosperity. With a strong military force, strong economy and a

vibrant tech sector that has earned it the nickname, “Startup Nation”. This combination of
superb security, economy and cutting edge tech have allowed Israel to leverage it’s
diplomatic position, regionally and globally.
The Arab world took notice.
The recent peace agreement with the UAE, and hopefully with more Arab countries in the
near future, is an indication that the moderate Arab states have had enough of the

constant Palestinian refusal to reach an accord with the state of Israel. Instead of being
a bridge between Israel and the rest of the Arab world they became a liability.

Today the moderate Arab world seeks closer ties with Israel. With its advanced health
systems, security apparatuses, cyber security tech and strong economy, Israel is a

bastion of strength in a region besieged by terror organizations and power mongering

states. Gone are the days of Territory-for-Peace, the new equation is Peace-for-Peace.
The Iron Wall doctrine works.

MK Sharren Haskel on her visit to Beth Jabotinsky,
Melbourne, in March 2018.
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Accepting Our
Differences
TZOPHIYA KATZ
In light of the current and recent world

discussions regarding Black Lives Matter and
the rise in Antisemitic acts, I found myself

thinking about our differences as a general

society. Why is it so hard for us as people to
accept someone who is different from us?
Why do we feel more comfortable with

someone that looks like us or behaves the
same way as us?

In a Jewish society and in Israel especially

this can be seen on a larger scale; we can
all be Jewish yet so different from each

other. We can have different skin colors,

different cultures and even speak different

languages yet still all be Jewish and that is

the key factor that brings us all together. Is it
not possible to find that common ground
with everyone who might seem a bit

different? Or maybe we don’t even need
those basic common factors in order to
function as an equal society?

Becoming a parent forced me to step out of

my comfort zone. My 2 years of Shlichut also
forced me out of my comfort zone. When we
are responsible only for ourselves and our

own actions it is easier to feel in control of
our beliefs and actions. Once you are

responsible for your own children or for

chanichim (participants) as an educator, it
is more challenging to continue feeling the

same amount of control. The various beliefs
and different needs of those in our care

suddenly enter the picture can often land us
in an uncomfortable position. In my opinion
this discomfort is the biggest blessing that
we can receive in life.
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There are certain feelings that don’t necessarily come naturally to us and that is
100% OK. The real test is how we deal with this challenge. This is my personal

interpretation of the meaning of the Betari concept of Hadar: Our ability to escape
our comfort zone and learn how to accept those that only seem different from us.
There are so many factors that can create a gap based on difference but in the
end are any of us really the same?

Furthermore, our society would not be whole if we did not include every type of

human trait or point of difference. When we choose our partner for life or which
friends to surround ourselves with, we don’t necessarily look for people who are

similar to us, sometimes we look for the exact opposite. We look for and connect

with people who compliment our traits and make us whole, not duplicate what we

already have. We should take this micro tendency of ours and turn it into a bigger
macro social movement.

One of the things that stood out for me during my Shlichut was the beautiful and

sometimes unexpected ways that the various youth movements in Australia came
together and created amazing partnerships and cooperation. Although each

movement was positioned very differently on the political and religious spectra, this
did not create any situation of hostility.

I want to end with a small wish that we should all have the ability to see the

differences within ourselves and still be united and come together as one society
above it all.
Tel Chai!
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Dear Betarim

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF WORLD
BETAR
NERYA MEIR
The year 2020 will surely be remembered as

the year of the global pandemic, but beyond

that, it will also be remembered by Jews as a
very significant year. The way that Jews and
Israelis have become accustomed to

examining the situation has changed, creating
a new challenge.

Jewish existence in the Diaspora for the past two thousand years has been based on the

idea of ‘ the community'. Only thanks to the idea of ‘the community' and the observance of
the Torah did the Jews manage to exist for two thousand years, in so many different
places. Indeed, as the Jews kept the community, the community kept us as Jews.

Seventy-two years ago, after a great struggle led by leaders such as Herzl, Jabotinsky and
Ben-Gurion, the Jewish center that is today the largest in the world, the Jewish state in the
land of Israel, was re-established. At that time, alongside the State of Israel, the Jewish

communities in Australia, the United States, France, Russia, and South America continued to
provide for the Jews and to be an outlet for their Judaism.

Then came 2020. All the congregations and houses of worship in the world have been

closed for long periods. Community life was stopped. Despite the severe crisis brought

about by COVID 19, it could also bring a new opportunity. As Betarim, we learned from Rosh
Betar Ze'ev Jabotinsky to look at the global reality and examine it in depth, in the face of
the challenges it produces.

Israel is the largest Jewish center in the world and is also the future of the Jewish people.

Although not all Jews live in Israel, the direction of prayer of every Jew, even if they do not
pray, and the heart of each Jew should be to Jerusalem. Breaking the framework of the
local Jewish community should lead us to a new perspective. The view of Israel.

As individuals we will continue to study, work and spend time in our private life, But our

Jewish existence and our Jewish identity must be connected to Israel. Judaism 2020 =
Connection to Israel. We, as a youth movement, need to educate children and young
people about the Zionist story of Israel and plan a 'Shnat year' in Israel. Let's take

advantage of reality to take a new look at reality, and lead Betar to be the most pro-Israel,
Zionist movement. Because in Israel lies the future of the Jewish people.
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For the state of Israel, 2020 was a historic year, too. For the first time since 1994, the

State of Israel has reached an agreement on normalization and peace with an Arab

state: The United Arab Emirates. In all seventy-two years of Israel, it has managed to
sign only 3 peace agreements with Arab countries - Egypt in 1979, Jordan in 1994,
and the United Arab Emirates in 2020.

Jabotinsky taught us to remember the goal of Betar, and use the existing tools at our
disposal to achieve it. The year of the Corona brought extraordinary developments,
both to the Diaspora Jewish communities and to the State of Israel.

We, as Betarim, must take these opportunities and strengthen the national values for
which the movement was established, as well as strengthen the connection to Israel,
and strengthen the State of Israel.

This is the way of Zionism; This is the way of Betar.
Tel Chai

17.

Stages of life in
Betar
BETAR RAKAZ SHNAT - GAP YEAR
COORDINATOR
ADAM SCHONKER
For many chanichim in Betar, there is a

natural journey through the movement. Most

Betarim start as chanichim where they enjoy
our activities, meet all the other chanichim

and madrichim and learn many of our values
through games and discussions.

Once they reach year 10, they will start

learning Hadracha (Leadership skills) and

upon completion become part of the madatz
body (madrich tze’ir - young leader). They

start learning what it’s like to be a madrich in
the movement whilst simultaneously

experiencing the joys of being a chanich,

thereby having a strong insight into what

would make the ideal peulah (activity). After

they finish year 12, Betarim have a once-in-alifetime opportunity to go on the Betar Shnat
program, which acts as a catalyst for

becoming a successful boger (senior leader).
The program not only gives the participants
independence and an amazing Israel

experience, but also allows them to mature,
grow in confidence, and learn about many

topics including leadership, Israeli history and
Zionism.

Shnatties (Shnat participants) meet with a

broad spectrum of modern day Israelis and a

variety of Jews from all over the world and are
able to discuss and educate themselves on
the sacrifices that have been made for the
Jewish State and the ongoing issues that

Israel faces. Going on the Shnat program has
certainly influenced my life greatly and has
given me the chance to shine.
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It has helped me focus on the things

that I am passionate about and I am

certain that many other Bogrim of the
movement would say the same. That

being said, despite Shnat being the ideal
pathway to becoming a Boger/et, there
are alternatives to it which will provide

similar educational content such as our
Mitkadmim (year 13) program which is

run from your local branch of Betar. We
have Bogrim who are living proof that

you don’t have to go on shnat to be an
integral part of our movement.

The final stage of your Betar journey is
being a Boger/et in the movement

(many of which also take on additional
positions within the state or federal

executive teams). This is a time for you
to give back to the community and

teach what was taught to you by your

madrichim and what you have learned

throughout your Betar career. It’s a very
powerful and enriching experience and

highlights the influence of the youth and
the individual, just as Jabotinsky had
envisioned.

Upon leaving the movement, Betar

alumni are able to confidently go into
the world, certain of their Jewish and

Zionist identity and of the role that Israel

plays in their lives. They are experienced
leaders and valuable community

members who will bring passion and
devotion wherever they go.

If you have any further questions

regarding the Betar Shnat program,

please do not hesitate to contact me via
email at shnat@betar.org.au .
Tel Chai.
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Tel Chai Around the World
There are Betar branches all over the world, providing a medium to enable Jewish
youth to engage with their identity and with Israel. Here are just 3 examples.

SOUTHERN AFRICA
JONI KOWENSKY-ROSH HANHAGA
Betar Southern Africa have had a disruptive year with Coronavirus but we have been

keeping busy and staying relevant in these trying times. For the majority of the year we

have been under strict lockdown with access to parks, leisure travel, social visits and many
other things being banned by the government. We have not been able to visit schools for
months and continue to stay in touch with our madrichim and chanichim through Zoom.
We have used this period to work closely with local charity organizations where we have

donated food for Jewish families. We have played an active role in virtual events such as
Online Talks, Quizzes, Yom Hashoah, Yom Hazikaron and Yom Ha’atzmaut.

Under the advisement of local Professors we, and all other youth movements that are

members of the SA Zionist Youth Council, hope to be able to have multiple one day events
in December which will follow all required health protocols.

We have worked on strengthening our relationship with Jewish and mixed religion schools

that are Zionistic to be able to help bring Israel to the youth through Zoom tours and talks
that are in the planning phase.

Since our closure and re-launch, thanks to the support of Betar Olami, Likud Olami and
Likud South Africa, we have progressed nicely with having representatives in the South
African Board of Jewish Deputies, Zionist Youth Council and the South African Zionist

Federation, where one of our own is an elected Deputy Chairman. We have grown our

leadership body to 15 people and have run bi-weekly activities and weekly school visits,
prior to lock down together with JNF South Africa and the Eco-Committee in one of the
Jewish day schools.

We are grateful for this opportunity afforded to us by Betar Australia to share our update
with everyone and look forward to further collaborating with Betar Australia and Betar
Olami.

Tel Chai!
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BRAZIL
THEODOR FUCHS - ROSH HANHAGA
Maoz Bar-Kochba, from Betar Rio de Janeiro, has undergone a fantastic evolution

since its foundation in 2018. Since the return of our first shnat kvutzah, composed by

only, myself, Theodor Fuchs, the current Rosh Hanhaga Azrtit (national director), many

new vaadot were established. Such as the security department (Guishêl - Gdud HaIvrí
Al Shem Leon Rodal), the education department (Vaadat Chinuch), under the

supervision of our Rosh Chinuch Guilherme Jaffé, and the professionalization of Betar
Rio’s official cheer squad, Meshugaim Betar.

Due to the isolation period, the Betarentine (Betar + quarantine) working group was
born with one objective: keep our mobilisation ongoing. The result was an incredible

semester with constant online Saturday activities, a virtual inter-kvutzot championship
(the EChodesh), Facebook and Instagram ‘Lives’ with important Jewish personalities
from our community and the production of new chinuch (educational) materials
useful for all of Betar Brazil.
Tel Chai!
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ARGENTINA
TOMMY PENER - ROSH HANHAGA
My name is Tommy Pener and I am the Rosh Hanhaga from Betar Argentina, and my

dream has come true. This article will talk about my dream. The story of our movement
begins in 2020 and I will explain why.

Betar here in Argentina has been closed since 2013, and 6 months ago I began to work
for the ‘Renaissance’ with my Hanhaga. The question is ‘why Betar and no other

movement?’ The answer is that Betar gives equality, real equality. You have people

who come from many different backgrounds. You have religious people who believe in

God and also people who don't believe, yet we coexist. Our shared objective is Zionism.
Here in Argentina we have a population of about 200,000 Jews (in Buenos Aires, the
capital, there are about 175,000) and the majority love Israel, but they don't know
anything about Israel. Argentina needs a youth movement to teach them our

Revisionist Zionist history and to give the youth the possibility to incite change. To live
for our heritage.

We began this during the start of the pandemic, and we haven't been able to leave the
house for 5 months, so it has been difficult. But Herzl said “If you will it, it is no dream,”
so we decided to dream.

We now have 120 bogrim ranging from 16 to 25 years old, we have conferences every

week with politicians, businesspeople, and more. We also run courses in Jewish history,
Betar ideology and sometimes Torah classes, as well as starting preparations with the
madrichim for the movement in 2021.

My dream has come true. A year and a half ago I knew the life and writing of

Jabotinsky, and I remember that it made me feel something special. But I have no
words, I just feel. And so I decided to work for the ‘Renaissance’ of Betar here in
Argentina.
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The Simpsons
Take on
Jerusalem
ADRIAN (AJ) RICH

If there is one certainty in this world, it
is that there is a Simpsons episode to
reference any relevant stage of my life.
During one particular episode, the Simpson’s clan find

themselves on a tour of Jerusalem, accompanied by Ned
Flanders and led by a truly stereotypical caricature of an

Israeli tour guide, voiced by none other than Sacha Baron

Cohen. If you haven't seen the portrayal, I truly recommend

watching; It is a wonderfully satirical and honest depiction of

an interaction with an Israeli customer service agent, one that
anyone who has been to Israel will empathise with.

Without a doubt, I watched this episode countless times while

growing up during Fox 8’s weekly Sunday Simpsons marathons.
But the significance of the character fell on deaf ears. I wasn’t

old enough to understand the irony, I had never been to Israel.
Jump forward 15 years. I hopped off a plane at Ben Gurion

airport and unbeknown to myself at the time, I would ultimately
begin the journey towards becoming an Oleh Chadash (New
Citizen).

Looking for Purpose
I became a madrich at Betar upon arriving back in Australia after the completion of a gap
year program in Israel. I was searching for a way to contribute, but ultimately found a

community, friends and a platform of creativity. Betar was less to me about the education,
and instead provided a medium to experiment.

Leaving politics and ideals aside, youth movements offer a unique experience of expression,

independence and leadership, being handed the paintbrush and canvas upon which you are
free to design. For me, and many others in Betar, I found my niche and took it wherever I
desired.

Many of my fellow Madrichim would have heard me say on countless occasions that

becoming a Boger is the culmination of one's youth movement journey, and one that I think
every Jewish youth deserves to experience, regardless of the youth movement of choice.
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A Lifetime Of Yumi's 1KG Hummus
Growing up having attended three different Jewish day schools — Yavneh, Bialik and Mt

Scopus — I really didn't understand the intrinsically entwined cultural significance of my
upbringing. I remember eating Falafel on Yom Ha’atzmaut and a fridge that at all times

contained a comically sized tub of Yumi’s Hummus. Yet the connection to Israeli culture
never registered.

It was ingrained in me from birth and I didn’t know.

Arriving in Israel this time around, things felt different. Israel is, for all intents and purposes,

not Australia. It doesn't have the polish of Melbourne, things often don’t work like I am used to
— or at all for that matter. A reasonable person would assume that this experience would

garner a feeling of adventure, but that wasn’t the case. Arriving back in Israel doesn’t feel like
adventure, it feels like coming home.

Without knowing it, my time in Betar and the Jewish community combined with it’s

subsequent comforts ultimately created a connection to Israel even I didn't even know I had.
My old man used to joke that the Melbourne Cup should be called חג הסוס, Festival of the

Horses. Animal cruelty aside, the irony of this is he was creating a Jewish holiday out of what
was clearly and unequivocally not.

To me, this is exactly why coming back to Israel feels like coming home. My upbringing was

one of Judaism and Israel. Like it or not, buying a seven shekel falafel from a hole in the wall
feels so innately correct, it provides almost the same comfort as footy pie.

In Israel, the Festival of the Horses is not ‘the race that stops the nation; there are countless
holidays that do that. Holidays that we as Jews in the diaspora celebrated alongside our

brothers and sisters living in Israel. Dad never needed to create a Jewish chag, these already
existed.

This is why that particular episode of The Simpsons drew such a strong connection to my

current situation. Without ever living independently in Israel, I was already familiar with the

customs, holidays and foods. Baron’s portrayal of a tour guide was not a foreign concept to

me, I have had a lifetime of brilliant shlichim and other Israeli mentors, all of which brought a
piece of that character with them on their El Al flight to Tullamarine Airport.

My time since deciding to make Aliya has been up and down, not to mention the

unprecedented complexities of a global pandemic to throw your plans into disarray.

Nonetheless, the decision was clear once I was finally here. Similarly to Homer and Marge, I
may have only been to Israel a handful of times, but unlike them, I have had a lifetime of
experiences culminating in a very simple decision, and a better quality hummus.
Tel Chai.
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MESSAGES FROM THE MEFAKDIM
MELBOURNE
HANNAH ROSENBERG
Shalom everyone.

My name is Hannah Rosenberg and I am the Mefakedet (Director) of Betar Melbourne
for 2020 This has been a crazy year for us so far, but so many great things have
happened!

In April, Betar Melbourne made its online debut, and since then we have been running
weekly Zohar activities for all of our chanichim (participants) in an online forum. Our
highlight events this year have been our semi-federal Winter Camp ‘Machane

Cyberspace,’ and the ‘Iso-active Challenge’ we ran throughout Term 2. Both events,

as well as our weekly Zohar activities, have been met with so much enthusiasm and

intrigue from our chanichim and we have absolutely loved watching them grow and
demonstrate to us their creativity and resilience throughout the year!

Our annual fundraiser this year is going to be a Jewish Community Cookbook, filled
with recipes from people within the Betar Community. As always, we appreciate

everyone’s support and hope that it is very successful. The Cookbook is available to
order now, so please contact me if you’d like to support our community.

My biggest thank you must go out to all of the Betar Melbourne madrichim, who have
worked tirelessly this year to shift online and still produce the highest quality peulot
(activities) for their chanichim. They should be so proud of themselves for all their
hard work and achievements. We are currently in the midst of planning Summer

Camp, which will be taking place on the 20-24th of December, with more details to
come soon! Chag Sameach and Tel Chai!
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SYDNEY
REBECCA SHEINBAR
Shalom everyone, my name is Rebecca Sheinbar and I had the privilege of being

mefekedet (director) of betar Sydney for a second year. This year has been like no

other, having to adapt to what has been a crazy year for us all. We started this year
off with a very successful summer camp, where everyone was excited for the year

ahead. The aim this year for Betar Sydney, was to run many monthly activities and

events as well as continuing our new partnerships with The Southern Synagogue and
Parramatta Shul, but due to COVID-19, we had to do things a little differently. At first,

it was complicated and difficult having to turn to online activities but in the end, I was
very proud with all that we accomplished during this difficult period. One highlight of
the year so far, is that we were very fortunate that we could run a winter day-camp
in the July school holidays.

Betar Sydney continues to be a vital part of the Jewish community, and is always

looking to grow our movement by moving towards the outside of the diaspora. Twice

a month we are running Zohar activities, hoping to bring in Jewish kids from all areas
to come and be a part of something so incredible. Betar is always striving towards
bringing Chanichim (participants) closer to their Jewish and Zionist identity, while
instilling the ideals of leadership and acceptance.

For any enquiries, please don’t hesitate to email me at nsw@betar.org.au
Chag sameach and Tel Chai!
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QUEENSLAND
ALON NUSEM
Shalom to all!

My name is Alon Nusem and for the past year and a half I've had the privilege of

being the Mefaked (Director) of Betar Queensland. Joining Betar relatively late in my
childhood I wasn't sure what I had signed up to when I became a leader. For a lot of
people they grow up from children into young adults at Betar, regularly attending
camps and functions and learning what it takes to become a leader even before

they start officially learning about it in the hadracha course. But for me, I knew next to
nothing about what leaders at Betar had to do. I was thrown in the deep end and I
wouldn't have had it any other way. Having to learn quickly gave me all the more

appreciation for what the madrichim of Betar give back to the community and it has

been my goal ever since joining to help strengthen the Jewish and Zionist community
in Queensland.

COVID-19 has made life more difficult for everyone and we have done our best to

make sure children in our community still have access to the services we provide at
Betar. Limited in the types of functions we could run, we were still very glad to bring
online Zohar activities and an Australia wide Winter Camp which brought a

significant amount of children from all our maozim (branches) together to learn

about our connected history and culture. The community Yom HaShoah ceremony

gave us the opportunity to share our thoughts on an ever important day of mourning
and we are grateful for the opportunity provided to us by members of our

community. Betar Queensland will be returning with more events and activities soon
so make sure to check our Facebook page for the latest updates.

Betar Queensland is always interested in getting in touch with community members
throughout Queensland and would love to hear from you. We are looking to bring

more activities to communities not just in Brisbane but throughout Queensland and
need your help!

If you are interested or know anyone who might benefit from collaborating with us
don't hesitate to contact us at QLD@betar.org.au.
Tel Chai!
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Save the date for these upcoming camps!

29.

Years 7-12
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From Our Sponsors

Stamen Properties Pty Ltd
and the Shteinman Family
wish the Betar community
health and a sweet New Year
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BEST WISHES TO BETAR FOR 5781
שנה טובה
SHARONA & ALEX GOODMAN

Find us at
http://betar.org.au

BetarAustralia
BetarNSW
BetarQueensland
BetarMelbourne
BetarShnat
betaraustralia
betarnsw
betarqld
betarmelbourne
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