HADERECH

BETAR AUSTRALIA SEPTEMBER 2019

BETAR AUSTRALIA'S ANNUAL ITON 2019

CONTENTS
A LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
Alysha Mengem......................3

A LETTER FROM THE RHA
Eli Libson.............................5
ENVIRONMENTALISM THE JEWISH MESSAGE
Evelyn Flitman.....................7

JABOTINSKY THE LEFTIST?
Ittay Flescher.......................9

SUNNY WITH A CHANCE
OF VIOLENCE
Raphael Mengem...................11
BETAR AROUND THE WORLD
Betar Paris, Betar Rio De Janerio, Betar Porto Allegre.....12
HATE SPEECH OR FREE SPEECH?
Alysha Mengem......................15
ZIONISM - A MIXED
MARRIIAGE
Gil Troy.................................16
FROM THE MEFAKDIM
Bec Shienbar, Eli Janover, Alon
Nusem..................................17

LETTER FROM THE
EDITOR
Betar Australia’s annual Iton is a publication produced by myself, the
Federal Director of Education (Chinuch), and the Federal Hanagah. It is
comprised of letters, articles and interviews written by our Bogrim
(senior leaders) as well as by influential members of our community
both locally and internationally.

This year we have been lucky enough to have
contributions from journalists and
historians from across the globe, from Israel to
New York. As well as pieces written by past and
current Bogrim (senior leaders). These works
are written to reflect on the year so far and to
spark conversation amongst our community
about Zionism, Judaism and current affairs as
well as to celebrate another year in
Betar Australia.

My role as Director of Education involves overseeing the educational content of our
programs to ensure that we are aligned with our ideology and values while also adapting
our topics and teaching methods to be relevant to our chanichim (participants) in an everchanging political and social climate. This year I have focused on developing a curriculum
that covers the values that are intrinsic to our movement and using them in reference to
situations that our chanichim encounter every day. Our discussions have been centred
around topics such as the Environment, Hasbara (advocacy) in the media, Feminism, Hadar
(respect for oneself and others) in social media and Zionism in the Diaspora. While all of
these topics seem to have been written for an audience living in 2019, they are grounded in
articles written by Jabotinsky in 1923. This role has required me to look deeper into the
ideology than I ever have in the past, I also had to reflect on my own views and
understandings to do so. I am adamant that our programs should not tell our chanichim
how to view the world, but rather to present them with a framework of values and thought
points that they can use to decipher for themselves to form a well-rounded and complex
view - grounded in a strong sense of pride in our identity as Jewish people.

Growing up in the movement has played an integral role in developing who I am as a person, it gave
me the opportunity to interact with the tight-knit Brisbane Jewish Community which has in turn has
come to feel like my extended family. As with many other Betarim in Queensland, I grappled with
finding my identity amongst a school full of secular Australian children, it was often easier to shy
away from talking about my background to avoid being ‘othered’. But when I spent my holidays
singing, laughing and engaging in discourse with other Jewish kids I found comfort in who I was, and
gratitude that I could be a part of something that so many people had tried to take away.
The ideology is often simplified into a brief and minimal viewpoint, (usually centred on militarism)
however, Jabotinsky envisioned and outlined much more comprehensive ideals for the movement to
explore, “The duty and aim of Betar is very simple though difficult: to create that type of Jew which the
nation needs in order to better and quicker build a Jewish state.” In order to achieve this, the ideology
takes a holistic and complex route that outlines the way in which the State should run
and what it should provide to its people, as well as the values and actions that the people of the state
should embody. In 1923 Jabotinsky envisioned a democratic state, he discussed the need for welfare,
the priority of education and the rebirth of Hebrew. The type of people to build that nation needed
to be proud of their identity, to respect themselves and those around them, with the
tenacity to stand up for their beliefs and the humility to forego ego and give their all to the
community. He saw the potential for this in the Jewish youth, a demographic that many perhaps
would have overlooked. Some of the articles in this volume of the Iton will discuss these values and
principles, to bring a variety of lesser-known aspects of the ideology to the forefront.
I hope you enjoy this year’s edition of the Iton and that you have a happy, safe holiday and a sweet
new year.
Tel Chai,
Alysha Mengem
Director of Education for Betar Australia
Chinuch @betar.org.au

LETTER FROM THE
RHA
This year has been an incredible year for Betar Australia. It began with two exciting
events, the first being our annual Federal Camp and the second being Kinnus Olami
(Worldwide Meeting of Betar). Soon after leading on our Federal Camp, it was an
absolute privilege to head the Australian delegation at Kinnus Olami and share our
values and ideas with the rest of World Betar. To see the growth of our movement at
an international level was truly a special moment that I will keep with me for many
years.
Since then, Betar Australia has run dozens of
peulot (activities) on our Sunday ‘Zohar
Meetings’, at our Seminars and on our Winter
Camps. These forums allow students from year
2-10 to have an engaging and fun connection to
their Zionism and Judaism through informal
education and a culture of growth and learning.
These same forums also allow our year 11 & 12
students to engage in leadership themselves, an
invaluable opportunity that gives them tools
that will remain with
them for the rest of their lives.

Being the Federal Director of Betar Australia has been an unbelievable opportunity for me. It's
an incredibly challenging yet rewarding tafkid (position) that allows me to see the operations of
Betar Australia from a new perspective. Guiding a national movement’s goals and activities with
a particular vision can sometimes be a difficult task, but my fantastic hanagah (executive) has
been with me at every step supporting me and ensuring that we take Betar Australia from
strength to strength.
Seeing the value that Betar gives to our community has been another wonderful aspect of
leading the federal movement this year. To see our chanichim (participants) growing, both
individually and as leaders in their respective communities has been amazing. I feel privileged to
be able to see the continual impact that Betar has on its community and on the life of its
members.
Shalom ve’ Tel Chai,
Eli Libson
Rosh Hanagah Artzit (Federal Director) of Betar Australia
Australia@betar.org.au

ENVIRONMENTALISMTHE JEWISH MESSAGE
An interview with Evelyn Flitman
In recent years, environmental concerns have taken the forefront in many polical discussions,
and global negotiations. Climate change is being referred to by many scientists as the most pressing
issue of our time and younger generations are becoming increasingly concerned with the state of the
earth that they are soon to inherit. While these concerns, have only been gaining media attention in
recent years, the Jewish message of environmentalism has been echoed since 1812. The Jewish people
have always been connected to the natural world. From the birth of our people we were taught respect
the splendour of the natural environment that was built for us. This inherent value for the earth has
transgressed across generations, and our community has continued to prioritise a sustainable lifestyle. I
sat down with Evelyn Flitman, President of the Jewish Ecological Coalition, to discuss the Jewish
connection to the environment, and to find out more about how the Australian Jewish Community can be
activists in the fight to retain our natural environment.
How did JECO begin?
JECO was founded in July 2003. It was set up “to emphasise and deepen the Jewish commitment to
sustainability and to raise awareness within and beyond the Jewish community about Judaism’s strong
environmental message.”
How did you get involved with JECO?
I went to a few JECO activities several years before I formally joined. Then my involvement as President
started at an AGM when they were almost ready to disband, but then a few of the previous committee
members said they were happy to keep going and they just needed someone to be
president.
Why do you think is it important that we as a community address these environmental issues?
I think it’s important in these times of climate change – or climate emergency as many call it – that
everyone addresses environmental issues. Personally, I find the task of influencing everyone in the whole
world
somewhat daunting, so I choose to work within my own community, which is more on a scale where I feel
I can make a difference. I am also concerned that many in our community are either oblivious to
environmental issues, or else choose to do environmentally harmful things in spite of knowing the
consequences.

What do you think is the most important environmental issue for us to address?
On a macro scale, most definitely climate change. Time is running out for us to make an impact that will
save the world from complete disaster. On an individual scale, apart from lobbying politicians to
wake up and do something about this, we can all make changes in our own lives
by:
Choising reusable rather than disposable
If you choose to travel by plane, pay a couple of dollars extra to pay for ‘carbon offsets’.
Choosing to repair rather than replace (eg see our repair café in St Kilda where volunteers will do their
best to try to fix things that are broken or clothing that needs repair – and all for free)
You've mentioned that Jewish youth movements have been reaching out to JECO, why do you think
the organisation resonates with youth movements?
In many ways young people seem to be more concerned about the environment than a lot of older people.
The recent climate strikes by school students are evidence of this. Clearly the younger generation is going
to be more impacted than older people. Those of us who care about our children and grandchildren are
also greatly concerned and doing what we can, but I think that just as the Vietnam War was the burning
issue back when I was that age, now climate change is the biggest issue facing all of us.
How can the Australian Jewish community get involved with JECO?
Anyone can sign up to be a member of JECO on our website www.jeco.org.au. Membership is free. We also
welcome anyone who wants to get involved on our committee to contact us. We are always open to new
ideas and involvement. We send out newsletters from time to time to promote events we are
running, or that related organisations are running, and also to ‘educate’ about
environmental issues.

JABOTINSKY THE
LEFTIST?
Ittay Fleshcer
Around the German Colony neighborhood where I live in
Jerusalem, I recently noticed a sticker reading “Jabotisky is
a leftist”.
Anyone who has been following Israeli politics for the past
decade will know that thanks primarily to the speeches of
Likud MKs and especially PM Benjamin Netanyahu, the word
“leftist” has transformed from a legitimate political opinion to a
curse word within the political discourse of the Jewish State.
Aside from Meretz, which barely crossed the political threshold
at the last election, no party in Israel calls itself “leftist”
anymore, even though there are a range of parties that are
guided by progressive and liberal values of the left.
Therefore, seeing Jabotisky described as a leftist, given how he is revered today, would come as a
surprise to many. However, for those familiar with his original writings, there is some truth to the
statement,. Consider the writings of Ze’ev Jabotinsky, which almost reads like a word for word
critique that the PA raised in response to the Trump “Prosperity to Peace” plan launched in Bahrain.
The father of revisionist Zionism wrote about the Arabs of Palestine in 1923, “To imagine that they
will voluntarily consent to the realization of Zionism – in return for the moral and material
conveniences which the Jewish colonist brings with him – is a childish notion, which has at bottom a
kind of contempt for the Arab people, which they regard as a corrupt mob that can be bought and
sold, and are willing to give up their fatherland for a good railway system.”
Jabotinsky explained that “There is no justification for such a belief. It may be that some individual
Arabs take bribes. But that does not mean that the Arab people of Palestine as a whole will sell that
fervent patriotism. Every native population in the world resists colonists as long as it has the slightest
hope of being able to rid itself of the danger of being colonized.”
Moving into modern times, in 2012, after Danny Dannon referred to asylum seekers in the Jewish
State as a “national plague” Betar Australia wrote an open public letter to him suggesting Jabotinsky
would have strongly disapproved of his racist statement. In condemning Dannon, who is now the
Israeli envoy to the UN, Betar Australia said that “when Jabotinsky wrote ‘in the beginning, God
created men' he was referring to mankind as a whole, to our shared origins and our shared
humanity. This aspect of humanity is unequivocally expressed in our ideological principle of Hadar,
that all people should treat themselves and others in a ‘princely’ manner.”

In 2018, during the heated debate about the Jewish Nation State bill that was heralded as an
essential Zionist law by the Likud lawmakers who fought for seven years to make it a Basic Law in
Israel. The NIF, shared a quote from Jabotinsky to show how the Likud had warped the ideals of
their founder. “[Even] after the formation of a Jewish majority, a considerable Arab population will
always remain in Palestine. If things fare badly for this group of inhabitants, then things will fare
badly for the entire country. The political, economic and cultural welfare of the Arabs will thus
always remain one of the main conditions for the well-being of the Land of Israel." The first draft of
the bill put forward would have given legal justification to segregate communities in Israel, a move
that was publicly opposed by President Rivlin, who sees himself as a follower of Jabotinsky’s
Zionism.

Even though Jabotisky passed away in 1940, based on his writings, its seems likely that he would have
opposed much of the anti-arab legislation today no less than he would have opposed the two state
solution so longed for by the left.
In 1923, he wrote the following about the prospects for peace with the Palestinians. “The only way to
obtain such an agreement, is the iron wall, which is to say a strong power in Palestine that is not
amenable to any Arab pressure. In other words, the only way to reach an agreement in the future is to
abandon all idea of seeking an agreement at present.” This line of thinking, which is still very much at
the heart of the Likud and nationalist mindset, is anything but what being a leftist is today.

It was directly rebuked by one of the leading thinkers of the Israeli left, author David Grossman
who shared the following idea at a joint Yom Hazikaron memorial in 2018. Acknowledging the
many successes of Zionism, 70 years after the birth of Israel, the bereaved father lamented how
Israel has become a fortress and is “not yet a home.” Grossman’s summed up his solution to the
great complexity of Israeli-Palestinian relations in one short formula: “if the Palestinians don’t have
a home, the Israelis won’t have a home either. The opposite is also true: if Israel will not be a
home, then neither will Palestine.” What he called for in essence, was for Israel to breach the iron
walls it had created between us and our neighbours, in order for Israel to truly be home for all
who live between the river and sea.
All of these complexities and contradictions make it hard to determine which political party a
Jabotisnky of 2019 would find himself most at home. His liberal, secularist and rights orientation
could make him quite at home in the Democratric Camp led by Horowoitz, Shaffir and Barak. On
the other hand, his hardline stance against socialism and a Palestinian State could make him very
much at home on the Likud of Netanyahu. Coming back to the sticker near my home, I’m not sure
what the goal of the person who put it there was, but I feel privileged to now live in state where a
simple bumper sticker can prompt such long process of self reflection, and hope that the ideas of
this piece continue to be explored in Betar Australia.
Chazak Ve’Amatz

SUNNY WITH A CHANCE
OF VIOLENCE
Raphael Mengem
On a cloudy afternoon I made my way to an old friend from Betar Sydney who now studies
and lives in Jerusalem. Daniel emigrated from a harbor side mansion to a small apartment in a
humble suburb of East Jerusalem. He lives with another migrant, an orthodox Jewish man from New
York. His real name escapes me but we refer to him as Sheinul Meinul. Daniel and Sheinul Meinul
occupy this small space in mutual passive hostility.

A ligh drizzle descends upon us as we walk
around his neighbourhood. A group of Orthodox
women scuttle with their prams to shelter,
rushing to shield their long straight sheitels from
the rain, from revealing the frizz and tangles that
lay beneath. I point out my schadenfreude to
Daniel who sighed, ‘welcome to Israel, everyone
prays for peace and rain, but no one is prepared
for either’. Daniel is less amused by the whole
affair than I am and ushers us forward.
As we continue he points out a fruit shop at the top of the hill where he likes to practice his
Hebrew. "The older man who runs the joint likes to haggle over the prices, you know we have fun”.
I am convinced that he does not, and certain that Daniel does. Daniel senses my skepticism, “no I am
telling you we have a good relationship. Actually one time during the last war, when rockets from
Gaza were reaching Jerusalem I realised I might have to spend time in the shelter at some point so I
better stock up on supplies. As I was out, a rocket came in. I wasn’t sure if he would be open, but he
was. I was a little weary, but the man seemed so calm, he said something like ‘no matter it’s little
more than a bit of rain’ and we chattered for a while. Paid full price and everything”. I tell Daniel
rather than take him at his word, I’d like to see for myself, he shrugs and leads me toward the shop.
As we arrive Daniel’s face scrunches up in confusion. The front doors are locked up. No man, no
chance for verification, for haggling. Just a sign that read, ‘sorry we're closed, raining.'
Welcome to Israel.

BETAR AROUND THE
WORLD
Since 1923, Betar has inspired Jewish Youth around the world. We caught up with some
of our counterparts across the globe to shed a light on the global movement and reflect
on the year thats been.

Betar Paris
What makes Betar Paris unique?
The historical side, Betar in Paris has almost a
century of history, as Jabotinsky was him self
there for many years. From there he
commanded many actions, the revisionist
movement as its beginning. Nowadays, Betar in
Paris is one of the most militant movements all
over the world, for many reasons: the Jews in
France, know, better than anyone else what is to
live behind a constant threat (the majority of the
Jewish community in France is North African
refugees). Another reason is because of the
antisemitism acts, and as Jabotinsky taught us,
the best way to counter antisemitism is to fight
against it, by being proud of our Jewish and
Zionist identity.
What parts of the ideology do you focus on?
The pride of the identity. Knowing how to defend
ourselves and to be able to defend others.
Knowing the truth about our history and the
middle east situation- the iron wall.

What kinds of activities do you do?
he youth movement is just growing back after a big
alyia. We plan to focus our activities on self defense
Jabotibsky's ideology, hebrew all together having as
fun as possible.

How many participants do you have within
your movement? We have thousands of
betarim as even the adults keep calling
themselves betarim. They grow into the
movement and its ideology still being very strong
and respectfull in the communities.
.

What has been the highlight for Betar Paris this
year?
The comeback of the youth movement.
- Nili Pit Shlicha of Betar Paris

BETAR AROUND THE
WORLD
Betar Porto Allegre
What makes Betar Porto Alegre
unique? We have just over 60
chanichim, the fact that we are few
unites us more, conveying a sense of
family within Saturday meetings, and
the chanichim feel this, its as though
everyone is siblings, and that's very
beautiful. In addition we have very
dedicated madrichim to always do
their best, to facilitate the progress of
the semester.
What kinds of activities do you do?
In addition to regular Saturdays with
integration and content activities, we
do machanot (one per semester) and
bogrut have a chinuch training
seminar in the summer and another
seminar with all South American
maozim
What has been the highlight for Betar PA this year?
This year we had a great continental seminar, with very good and well prepared training peulot. We had
the presence of maozim from Sao Paulo, Rio de Janeiro, Porto Alegre and Montevideo, being a very
good seminar both in content and in the integration of South American headquarters.
- Eliam Fuentes Mefaked of Betar Porto Allegre

BETAR AROUND THE
WORLD
Betar Rio De Janerio
What makes
Betar Rio unique?
I think that what makes us
unique is our union. All
chanichim get to meet each
other, and get to know each
other regardless of age or
when they started.
How many participants do
you have within your
movement?
The average of chanichim is 40
per Saturday. Besides the
chanichim, there are 15
madrichim and 5 chanichim
who will become madrichim at
the end of the year.
What kinds of activities do you do?
We have meetings every Saturday with a lot of activities related to Judaism, from 2 to 6 p.m. We split
the kids in 6 shichavot: zeevim, Israel, bnei etzel alef, bnei etzel beir, lochamim and melachim, from 7
to 15 years old respectivly. Besides that, we do 2 machanot every year: one in July, in our winter, and
another one in December, in our summer. Each machané has the lenght of 5 days.
What has been the highlight for Betar Rio this year?
Our highlight this year was certainly the machané of July. We had 75 chanichim and 100 betarim in
our second year of existance! It was historic and, most importantly, very fun for every betari that went
on the trip!
- Gabriel Nigri Mefaked of Betar Rio Dejanerio

HATE SPEECH OR FREE
SPEECH?
Alysha Mengem

Controversies surrounding Israeli politics never seem to evade global media attention,
however, in late August one particular debate caught my attention, the ban of Democrat’s
congresswomen Ilhan Omar and Rashida Talib from entering Israel sparked an internal
conflict amongst many Zionists on the lines we draw between criticism and hate-speech.
As a Betari, the principles of a democratic state are at the
core of my Zionist Ideology. A healthy democracy accepts
that, no country should be exempt from legitimate
criticism -that we should all hold our leaders accountable
for the actions that they carry out on our behalf. For this
reason, my initial reaction to the ban was one of
frustration.
In reality, Omar and Talib are attempting to enter a country that they wish to delegitimise as avid
supporters of the BDS movement. Israel is not the first to ban controversial speakers, Australia has
denied visas to several provocative speakers in the past year in an effort to quell an upsurge in
nationalist movements. Netanyahu pointed this out in his statement “As a vibrant and free
democracy, Israel is open to any critic and criticism, withone exception: Israel’s law prohibits the
entry of people who call and operate to boycott Israel, as is the case with other democracies that
prevent the entry of people whose perception harms the country.”
However, reservations with the decision could be seen not only from BDS but from supporters of
Israel as well. Executive Council of Australian Jewry co-CEO Alex Ryvchin told the AJN that Israel “has
every right to deny them the opportunity” to undermine the Israel–US relationship. However, he
also reflected that, if Omar and Talib had been admitted as planned, “their visit would have likely
been no more than a minor irritant … But by denying them entry, the racist BDS campaign has been
elevated to national prominence,and many in the Democratic Party who do not share their hatred
of Israel, have now rallied behind the Congresswomen”. This reaction was also echoed by Zionist
Federation of Australia president Jeremy Leibler, “it is critical for the State of Israel and Jewish
communities in the Diaspora, that support for Israel remains bipartisan and this decision does risk
making Israel a wedge issue within the Democratic Party … Time will tell whether this decision
causes a long-term rift with the Democratic Party and [with] segments of US Jewry” he said.
Notably, permission for Talib to enter on compassionate grounds – to visit her grandmother in West
Bank, was eventually offered but she declined.
Often referred to as the only democracy in the Middle East, it is inevitable that such a decision will
spark contentious debate. From the outside looking in, it has always been clear that the country
may never be free from scrutiny and boycott regardless of who may or may not enter the country.
With the elections around the corner there will many more opportunities for inner discord on
external conflicts.

ZIONISM - A MIXED
MARRIAGE
Gil Troy
Although I’m the product of a Zionist mixed-marriage, between my
father the Betari, and my mother who was in Habonim, we grew up in a
Jabotinkyite household. This made us weirdos in New York, which until
Likud’s 1977 parliamentary victory, was all-Ben-Gurion-Golda-MosheDayan-Abba-Eban Labor Zionist.
At best, people considered Ze’ev Jabotinsky a
militant – they usually called him a “fascist.” We
respected him as a dreamer envisioning a
liberal nationalist state. “Eliminate the
Diaspora, or the Diaspora surely will eliminate
you,”Jabotinsky warned bluntly, in 1937.
He died suddenly in 1940, only sixty years old –
but already seeing that European destruction
spreading. Although his warnings made people
think he lacked vision, Jabotinsky and his Betar
followers loved the Jewish people, Jewish history,
and Eretz Yisrael. Their politics absorbed A. D.
Gordon’s love of land with Ahad Ha’am’s
nationalist cultural revivalism. Eventually,
Jabotinskyite purists, steeped in his individualistic
liberalism, would help Israel privatize, capitalize,
modernize, and prosper.
Today, Jabotinsky’s faith in balancing Jewish power with Jewish and democratic values,combined
with his proud approach to fighting antisemitism and reviving Jewish nationalism, still shapes
Israel’s right and modern Revisionist Zionists like Benny Begin and Reuven Rivlin now protect
Jabotinskyite democratic patriotism, combining their commitment to keep Judaea and Samaria,
with demands of equality for Israeli Arabs.

Additionally, the fertile, farseeing,
flamboyant mind of Jabotinsky -- a writer, a
novelist, a playwright, a thinker -envisioned who the New Jew should be,
not just what the Jewish state should
do.We grew up with a sense of Hadar,
which Jabotinsky explained as a “Hebrew
word which hardly is at all translatable into
another language: It combines various
conceptions such as outward beauty,
respect, self-esteem, politeness,
faithfulness.

The only suitable ‘translation’ into the language of real life must be the Betari—in all
dealings, actions, speech and thought.” Jabotinsky’s sense of honor, glory, generosity
of spirit, is what my father passed on, what I tried injecting into my new book on
Zionism, The Zionist Ideas, and what we all should cherish.

FROM THE MEFAKDIM
New South Wales
Rebbecca Shienbar
Shalom everyone, my name is Rebecca Sheinbar and I had the
privilege this year to be the Mefekedet (director) of Betar Sydney for 2019. The journey that I
went on to become Mefekedet is very different to how others may have landed in the position. I
attended Betar as a child and always had the best time but as a teenager does, I took a break
from the movement. In 2015 I was asked to come back and help at camp in the kitchen and thus
reignited my love for Betar and from that point on I couldn’t imagine not having a presence
in Betar. Since 2015 I have now run two Summer camps and going onto my third at the end of
this year in December and became the Mefekedet of Betar Sydney beginning of this year.

Betar Sydnay Winter Camp 2019- Machane
Koach Ha Moach.

I am so proud of everything that Betar Sydney
has accomplished this year, we are continuing
to be a vital part of the Jewish
community and have started to form new
partnerships with Allawah Southern
Synagogue and Parramatta Synagogue. Once a
month we are running Zohar’s
(activities) there and helping to bring Jewish
kids from around those areas to come and be
a part of something so incredible. Betar is
always striving to help bring Chanichim
(participants) closer to their Jewish and Zionist
identity, while instilling the ideals of leadership
and acceptance.
For any inquiries, please contact me via email
at
nsw@betar.org.au
Chag Sameach and Tel Chai!

FROM THE MEFAKDIM
Queensland
Alon Nusem
Shalom everyone, my name is Alon Nusem, and I have the pleasure of being Mefaked of
Betar Queensland this year. It has always been my goal to play more of a role in the
Jewish and Zionist community and this job has given me an amazing opportunity to help
Betar Queensland and the Queensland Community thrive. Becoming a leader at Betar
has changed my life and taught me so much. This job has also given me the opportunity
to give back and I am so grateful for the lessons I’ve learnt and the skills I’ve developed in
this position
Betar Queensland plays an integral role
in the Jewish community of Brisbane and
has continued to do so. We have made
sure to play a part in major community
events including Yom Hazikaaron, Yom
Haatzmaut and running the community
Yom Hashoah ceremony. We have also
been more active in our growing
community in the Gold Coast and are
looking forward to bringing them more
activities, strengthening the future of
Betar Queensland. We’ve had great
success with our monthly activities and

Queensland Winter Camp - Machane Beyachad

have had a growing number of kids
attend our machane.
Betar has such an important responsibility in Queensland and we strive to bring more Jewish
and Zionist ideas and events to strengthen the community and we look forward to seeing
Betar Queensland grow.
For any enquires, please conatct me at: qld@betar.org.au
Tel Chai,
Alon Nusem
Mefaked of Queensland

FROM THE MEFAKDIM
Victoria
Eli Janover
Shalom Chaverim,My name is Eli Janover and it is my pleasure to be the Mefaked of
Betar Melbourne for 2019. Betar Melbourne holds weekly Zohar activities for
chanichim in years 2 to 10, as well as monthly functions, occasional community
events, political engagement activities, and bi-annual camps
The Australian, and more specifically, the
Melbourne Jewish Community is one of the
strongest Jewish communities in the world.
According to the Gen17 Australian Jewish
Community attitudinal survey more than two
thirds of respondents identify as Zionist, that
proportion increases to three quarters of
respondents among the youngest surveyed
age group (aged 18 - 29). I believe that Jewish
Youth Movements play a crucial role in
connecting young Jews to their identity, to
their community and to Israel.
Betar Melbourne Madrichim 2019
As the price of a private Jewish day-school tuition increases our community will come
to rely on the Youth Movements as a primary measure of instilling Jewish identity and
Zionist values in our young people.
When I was a chanich of Betar, I found a second home where I made life-long friends
and gained a true sense of belonging. This is what we, the madrichim, wish to bring to
the current chanichim of Betar. Through the provision of high quality role models who
set a good example, and a focus on leadership skills, self confidence as well as the
viewing of each child as an individual, Betar enables the chanichim to feel empowered
to take ownership of their Jewish Identity.
Betar approaches its one hundred year anniversary since its foundation in 1923, and
over the years it has developed and changed to suit the times, though the core value
of Betar, Zionism, has always stayed strong. This value is also a very important part of
the High Holidays, as we sing L’Shana Haba’ah B’Yerushalayim, ‘next year in Jerusalem’.
May this coming New Year be filled with love, happiness, friendship, and Zionism.
For any inquiries please contact me via email at vic@betar.org.au
L’Shana Haba’ah B’Yerushalayim! Ve Tel Chai!
Eli Janover
Mefaked of Betar Melbourne

FROM OUR SPONSORS
Betar Australia would like to thank our generours sponsors for
making this issue of the Iton possible and for the continuting
support of our movement.

OUR SPONSORS

OUR SPONSORS

Stamen Properties wishes Betar strength and
success in the upcoming year.

Tel Chai!

Betar Summer Camp 2019

Join us for a summer adventure,
Betar Summer Camps are run in
Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne
for chanichim in grades 2-6!
Make some new friends, catch up
wtih old ones and see your your
favourite madrichim this
December!

