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Ziggy Enoch

"Looking Forward"
A Message From the
Editor

Rosh Chinuch Artzit

Welcome to this year’s edition of Haderech, Betar
Australia’s annual Iton. Inside you will find a number of
excellent articles that reflect on the issue’s theme of
‘Looking Forward’ across a variety of contexts. This year’s
edition features voices from within the movement and
without, reflecting on issues affecting Betar, our
communities, Jewish society, and what the future may
hold. It has been my pleasure to compile this issue for you
as part of my role as Rosh Chinuch Artzit (Federal Director
of Education). There are some thought provoking
reflections to follow, and I hope you enjoy reading them
as much as I have.

I’ll leave you with the opportunity to translate that particularly
colourful declaration of will. Jabotinsky’s 1932 pamphlet On
Adventurism, from which this quotation is drawn, is an enduring
reminder of the youthful spirit of defiance and adventure that so
characterises the Betari. It is with this spirit that we must advance.
As Betarim and as a community, it’s vital that we maintain our faith
in ourselves, and embrace opportunities for innovation and
creativity. Those dedicated readers amongst you may recall the
theme of last year’s issue: “The Power of the Youth”. It’s in this spirit
of empowerment that we call for Betarim and Jews everywhere to
look forward and move into the future, in pursuit of solutions and
avenues for growth that we may not have expected before.

As a movement, we’ve spent much of the last few years in
a reflective mode. A youth movement is charged by
momentum, and it’s difficult to overstate the disruption
the pandemic provided. No one remembers the last time
a federal camp was cancelled (much less two
consecutively). Due to the interruption our leaders spent
a lot of time looking back to try and fill in the gaps:
searching archives and sifting through our memories for
traces of what our leaders had injected into the
movement to make our experiences so special. The
imperative to rebuild has been overwhelming for many in
the wake of COVID – something our madrich body can
attest to with conviction.

The current iteration of Israel’s electoral uncertainty has drawn a
sense of deja-vu in many of us, and I couldn’t bring myself to blame
anyone for whom that deja-vu has refigured into an exhausted
disaffection. Though it’s lovely that every single shnat group now
has the opportunity to experience an Israeli election cycle firsthand, the general instability of the last few years hasn’t inspired in
me a great deal of confidence for the future. The shape of the
Israeli political landscape lends itself to a judgment of impossibility.
But if we echo Jabotinsky we remember those timeless words:
“Impossible? Tell it to your grandmother, not me.”

As we exerted our energy trying to replicate those golden
years we recalled as chanichim, we quickly came to realise
that we had to build, as well as rebuild. The youth
movement experience is predicated on vitality and
creativity, not just the recollection of the past. We cherish
the rich traditions of our movement: our songs, uniforms,
and incalculable ruach – But the power of the youth
movement comes from the sense of freedom to
experiment and express ourselves. We found that once
we started thinking openly and creatively about possible
solutions to our obstacles they started to drift out of our
path. Our first ever federal winter camp was a testament
to this outlook: over 60 kids attended from all three
states, and we were overwhelmed with the positive
feedback we received. Machane Once in a Lifetime was
one of the most enjoyable camps that I’ve ever been on,
and its resounding success demonstrates the potential
rewards of risk taking and creative thinking.
This daring attitude is at the heart of the Betar outlook. In
response to the British restrictions on Jewish immigration
to mandatory Palestine, Jabotinsky wrote with his
trademark rhetorical flourish:
״בלתי אפשרי? ספרו זאת לסבתא לא לי״
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As always, the power for change lies with the youth. Moving
forward, it’s imperative that young people feel empowered in
themselves to create the change they wish to see in the world. As
another Zionist figurehead so eloquently expressed: “If you will it, it
is no dream”.
It’s easy to forget the period of rapid change that is still underway.
From Zionist issues to ones of climate, and social justice, change is
going to come from within. It’s our blessing as madrichim to have
the opportunity to pass our Chanichim this lesson: to teach every
single Betari that they are valid, powerful, and an avenue for
change and unity in the world.
This is the lesson Jabotinsky wanted to bring to the Jewish Youth in
1923 when he founded Betar. On the eve of our movement’s
hundredth anniversary, we wake up in a world completely different
to the one in which Betar was born. Despite the radical
transformations the past century has witnessed, one thing remains
the same: the power for change resides in the youth: they need
only realise what potential they hold.
Tel Chai,
Ziggy Enoch
Rosh Chinuch Artzit,
Betar Australia.

Ideological Crash
Course With the RHA

Guy Dyskin

Rosh Hanhagah Artzit

Betar’s importance in the Zionsist movement – and its importance in my own life – begins with its robust
ideology. My beloved movement has undergone numerous evolutions as a result of the achievement of
many of Ze’ev Jabotinsky’s national goals, and continues to change to this day. As a result, the relevance of
some of Jabotinsky’s ideology has begun to fade both in myself and the wider bogrim body. Moreover,
there is at times a struggle in applying these values in a modern context. While the ways in which this
ideology is acted upon may have changed over time, I still believe that these core concepts hold as much
weight, despite their interpretation through a contemporary lens.
Zion (The Jewish State)
“Eliminate the Diaspora, or the Diaspora will surely eliminate you”
- Ze’ev Jabotinsky
Ze’ev Jabotinsky’s first, and arguably only pillar, Zion
encompasses the yearning for the Jewish state. The idea that
Jewish autonomy is the only solution to the discrimination and
persecution Jews have faced throughout history is central to
most streams of Political Zionism. Revisionist Zionists believed
that only the creation of a Jewish state in Eretz Israel would “ease
the suffering in the dispersion”. Today however, the way in which
we view this central element of our ideology has vastly changed.
While the first Betarim were pioneering and fighting for the
Jewish people at a time when we did not have a land of our own,
we now have our own safe haven, and as such it is hard to
emulate Jabotinsky’s actions. Moreover, it feels somewhat
hypocritical as we have not made aliyah. There are a number of
elements I believe are our responsibility to uphold in order to
contribute to Jabotinsky’s vision of the Jewish state. We must
teach our Chanichim about the history of the land and instil a
love of Israel in our participants. Tzion also interlinks with Tagar in
the way in which we advocate for Israel. I believe we should put a
greater emphasis on inspiring our Madrichim to make Aliyah to
fulfil our Jewish identity. Ultimately I believe Jabotinsky’s view that
Betar’s role, “to create the type of Jew that the Jewish state
needs”, still holds true today.
Ivrit (Hebrew)
“Hebrew is the most wonderful of languages, a language of a
thousand antonyms, hard and strong as steel, while soft and
gleaming as gold” - Ze’ev Jabotinsky
Jabotinsky admired the beauty of the Hebrew language for its
poetic construction and interwoven symbolism. More
importantly, he viewed it as a unifying element of the jewish
people. By creating Hebrew education schools across pre-World
War II Europe and co-founding the Turgeman Publishing House,
he produced avenues for Jews to find their national language.
Jabotinsky famously believed that “a Jew who does not know
Hebrew is not a complete Jew”. While this quote may be taken as
a criticism of Jews who do not speak Hebrew, I believe it states
the importance of Hebrew in the Jewish identity, and that
learning the language is a way to extend one’s relationship with
Judaism. Regardless, who is truly a complete Jew? I believe Betar
has the responsibility to provide opportunities for our
participants to develop this facet of their own Jewish Identity.

Hadnes (Monism)
First of all, it is necessary to take into account one interest, the interest
of the establishment of the State … it is necessary to take into account
only one factor, the development of Jewish settlement, the multiplicity
of the places for the absorption of Jewish immigrants, so as to create a
Jewish majority in the future state” - S. Katz, from Lone Wolf: A
Biography of Vladimir (Ze'ev) Jabotinsky
Hadnes, or monism, refers to the idea that as a movement, Betar has
one singular pillar - Zionism. Jabotinsky viewed this as a necessity for
the unity of Zionists and of Jews. In general, it is imperative that a
movement with a unified goal works towards said goal, rather than
individuals working towards their own aspirations or motives. A great
example of how we enact monism in a modern context in Betar
Australia is through our involvement in the Australasian Zionist Youth
Council (AZYC). This is an organisation with many differing views within
it, however we are still unified by our Zionist ideals and love of Israel.
The AZYC, through this joint expression of monism, creates a
community of Jewish youth across Australia and New Zealand. Our
involvement in the AZYC, and Betar’s enactment of Hadnes overall, are
highly important as while individuals may have differing ideas regarding
the state of Israel and other issues, to achieve shared goals, there must
be unity. As a result of this involvement, the youth movements are able
to foster a sense of Jewish identity and community, and for the wider
Zionsist movement to create a prosperous Jewish state.
Magen (Shield/ Defence)
Jabotinsky expected that all Betarim complete “military seminars and
know how to use weapons, in order to be ready at any time and to
respond personally to a call for defence”. This notion heavily ties in with
the idea of Sherut, or service and mobilisation. Today, the threat against
Israel and Jews around the world has by no means diminished. The
modern battle has in part progressed from physical fighting to a conflict
of information and public opinion. As such, in order for us Betarim to
act under the principles of magen in a modern context, we must have
the necessary tools to defend the state in the public realm. This
includes educating ourselves and others about the history of Israel and
staying up to date with current events, but also developing the
necessary skills to present our ideas. Defending Israel does not
however mean we must blindly support all the actions of the Israeli
government. For our state to be a true “light onto the nations” we must
be able to criticise and improve wherever necessary. Similarly we must
also teach ourselves about Israel's misdeeds before entering public
discussion as to be prepared and to ensure validity. I believe that it is of
the utmost importance that we do continue to teach about the IDF, the
traditional view of Magen and the inalienable right of self defence Israel
has, like any other nation has. Moreover I hope we inspire more
Betarim to enlist in the IDF and that we continue to celebrate those
who do.
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Tziyut (Obedience)
Tziyut or obedience is one of Betar’s most unique and most controversial
elements to our ideology. The idea of voluntary discipline is one of the
hardest aspects to rationalise in a modern context. As an organisation
comprised of youth, we advocate for critical thinking and for our
participants and ourselves to constantly question what is presented to
us. Tziyut appears to be a stark contradiction of these values. Jabotinksy
did not view obedience however as something which is “diminishing from
freedom of thought or social revolution”, and highly valued societal
critique. Moreover, he saw obedience as an absolute necessity for any
meaningful social change. I view Tziyut in two separate ways: obedience
to others, and obedience to oneself. There is the traditional view of
obedience in which an individual follows the instructions of someone
with a supposed greater knowledge of the task at hand. It is very easy for
me to advocate for such obedience when often in the movement, I have
the responsibility of delegation and authority. Tziyut, however, through
this classic lens is vital if we as a movement want to enact Tagar or
simply operate. Simply, if we want to achieve anything, each individual
must be working towards a unified goal. According to Jabotinsky, we
Betarim are the “Youth who will know full well the difficulty , but will also
believe , will dare to strive until the end”. If we never strive till the end,
and our commitments aren’t met, our aspirations will never come to
fruition. Similarly, as “for the sake of the individual was the society
created, and not the opposite'', following social and cultural conventions
is for the betterment of the individual in the society, not for the systems
themselves. Ultimately, those who offer a helping hand generally act with
good intentions. It is crucial however that individuals are able to listen
and to show discipline, to ensure that actions taken are truly meaningful.
The other view of Tziyut can be described as obedience to oneself, or self
discipline. This personal obedience heavily tied into the idea of Hadar. I
believe this form of discipline is vital for any form of success in life. This
Hadari Tziyut not only encompasses the way in which one carries
themselves, but also the way in which an individual shows discipline in
the way they treat others. To show true self discipline, one must not let
rash emotions or biases sully relationships. Such obedience is an
incredibly important value that we should be instilling in all of our
participants.
Sherut (Service/Mobilisation)
“In a day of service I am like a bar of copper, Like a mass of iron, In the
hands of the blacksmith whose name is Zion, Mould me as you please, A
sickle, a machine wheel or a sword and a dagger” - Ze’ev Jabotinsky, from
The final jewel of Jabotinsky’s ideological crown is the idea of Sherut,
Service and Mobilisation. This backbone of our ideology is highly
interwoven with both the ideas of Tagar and Tziyut. Both elements of this
facet of ideology are highly vital for us to be presenting to our Chanichim.
It is pivotal that we demonstrate to our participants the value of their
service. As the impact of youth in our Jewish, Australian and global
societies is ever growing, we must demonstrate the ways in which it is
possible for young people to serve their communities. Additionally, we
must ensure that madrichim and other contributors who assist our
organisation experience satisfaction in their service. The second portion
of this cornerstone of Betar is Mobilisation, the value of coming together
when needed to enact change or provide support on a larger scale.
Jabotinsky heavily believed in the immense power of large numbers. As
such, we Betarim must be able to readily assist en masse whenever it is
required of us. This virtue has always been one of the greatest strengths
of Jewish communities both in Israel and across the diaspora.
Hadar (Universal Respect)
Hadar, one of Jabotinsky’s cornerstone values, is an idea which describes
a “princely” characteristic whereby one treats others and themselves with
dignity and respect, which all people deserve. While similar to the notion
in the book of Isaiah that the Jewish people should be a “light unto the
nations”, the complex and multifaceted value of Hadar is unique to Betar.
I believe that Betar Australia regularly and thoroughly demonstrates the
importance of both respect to oneself and to others to all our
participants. Moreover I believe this forms a vital portion of our ideology.
An aspect of Hadar I believe is not discussed enough, and as a result
becoming increasingly lost to the madrichim is the element of the
freedom of the individual. When provided with all necessities, Jabotinsky
believed that individuals generally take valuable and moral actions.
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Following this thinking Betar believes in Minimalist Liberalism, whereby
government intervention is limited wherever possible, conditional upon
the maintenance of general order and wellbeing of a nation’s individuals.
In a similar fashion, Betar practises Religious Liberalism, as we believe no
governing body may restrict the personal practices of its constituents.
While we do not advocate for any specific form of Judaism, Betar
Australia recognised the role we have in developing the Jewish identity of
our Chanichim, and aim to develop a personal connection to Jewish
practice. Moreover, Betar’s religious practice is derived from the value of
Hadar, in which topics are discussed which require a level of respect and
understanding between individuals, sects and broader communities.
Tagar (Activism)
“Through all obstacles and enemies, Whether you go up or down, In the
flames of revolt, Carry the flame to kindle, Never mind! For silence is filth,
Worthless is blood and soul, For the sake of the hidden glory, To die or
conquer the hill” - Ze’ev Jabotinsky (from Shir Betar)

Tagar, described simply as activism, entails the unwavering moral
necessity to fight for justice and equality, and dedication and
commitment until resolution is achieved. I truly believe the importance of
this ideological element to the movement has not varied from its
conception, although the way it is practised may have changed. Today
Betar Australia implements Tagar in our activism for Israel and the Jewish
community, social justice including environmentalism and equality and in
the causes and passions of our individual madrichim. Often, however, it
appears that the differentiation between Hasbara and Tagar is becoming
increasingly difficult. Hasbara, coming from the hebrew ( להסבירto
explain) refers to advocacy and diplomacy. While it is incredibly
important to demonstrate and advocate for your ideals, which is an vital
element of activism, Hasbara does not envelop the entire ideology. As
such, Hasbara alone is not sufficient for meaningful results. It is not
conducive to change for the individual to simply share something they
see on social media - the pastel instagram story isn’t good enough.
Similarly in a movement context, we cannot write and sign motions that
have little recourse for our goals, simply to present ourselves in a
favourable light. I believe that such actions simply confined to advocacy
often appear to be virtuous to others, rather than in order to effectively
influence outcomes. Ultimately both each individual, and Betar Australia,
must find practical ways to enact activism, not advocacy alone.

When viewed together, these
interwoven aspects of Ze’ev
Jabotinsky’s philosophy form a
stunning ideological tapestry.
Ultimately, I hope that you do not
disregard these values of betar as
a relic of a past time. I hope you
see how each facet is still
applicable both to our movement
and to each individual. We should
all strive to bring these values into
our lives wherever possible.

Lessons from the Rift
between Ben Gurion
and Jabotinsky

I want to start by stating that I am a descendent of early,
strongly Zionist families (followers of Rabbi Shmuel
Mohilever, as far back as the 1880s), who had met David
Ben Gurion and were strong supporters of his; and who
as a result brought me up to have great admiration for
him.
As a result of this the biggest disappointment I
encountered when unearthing the ‘deliberately written
out of history story of Patterson of Israel’, was the hatred
which David Ben Gurion developed and then
permanently bore for his fellow Jew Vladimir or Ze’ev
Jabotinsky, who happened to die eight years before the
State of Israel was even founded; and the fact that this
hatred was because Ben Gurion was on the left side of
Zionist politics whereas Jabotinsky was on its right side.
This hatred was despite the fact that what both these
men wanted more than anything else was the
establishment and permanent safe existence of an
eventual Zionist Jewish State in Palestine.
In the context of today’s world the point on which these
two men largely differed from one another, seems to
revolve around the question of how to ensure a new
Jewish State of Israel survives if it is immediately attacked
by a number of enemy armies from surrounding hostile
countries, such as occurred in 1948, (and of course again
in 1967 and 1973).
Ben Gurion seems to have thought that Israel’s best
chance of immediate survival in such a situation would be
if the British Army came to its rescue, whereas Jabotinsky
thought Israel’s best chance of survival would be if it had
a stronger, better trained and equipped army than those
of its antagonists. I personally believe that history has
proved Jabotinsky’s approach to be the correct one.
Patterson makes it quite clear in his memoir ‘With the
Judaeans in the Palestine Campaign (1921)’, that all his
Jewish troops, and Jabotinsky in particular, were
subjected to a horrendous brand of anti-Semitism by
General Bols, General Allenby’s Chief of Staff, and Colonel
Bertie Waters-Taylor, General Bols’s Chief of Staff. It is
impossible that Allenby, an opponent of the Balfour
Declaration, and a supporter of an Islamic State in
Palestine, could not have known about this.

Henry Lew

Author of "Patterson of Israel"

Patterson makes it quite clear in his memoir ‘With the Judaeans in
the Palestine Campaign (1921)’, that all his Jewish troops, and
Jabotinsky in particular, were subjected to a horrendous brand of
anti-Semitism by General Bols, General Allenby’s Chief of Staff, and
Colonel Bertie Waters-Taylor, General Bols’s Chief of Staff. It is
impossible that Allenby, an opponent of the Balfour Declaration, and
a supporter of an Islamic State in Palestine, could not have known
about this. To help ensure his aims Allenby encouraged the
American film maker Lowell Thomas to make a movie titled ‘With
Allenby in Palestine and Lawrence in Arabia’ which was shown to
millions of people in New York, London and Paris in the aftermath of
the war, making Allenby the pinup British General of World War I,
and Lawrence into a legendary cult figure based on a story which is
90% fiction. At the same time the extraordinary story of Patterson
and his Jewish brigades was buried under the carpet of history by
Allenby, the Australian journalists Bean and Gullett, and after the
establishment of the State of Israel in 1948 by Ben Gurion who, for
all of his time in office (1948-63), forbade the burial of Jabotinsky’s
remains in Israel. It is therefore an absolute disgrace that today one
of the best-known streets in Tel Aviv is named Allenby Street. It
should be renamed Patterson Street.
I now wish to quote my late father, a survivor of both Hitler and
Stalin, who many years ago explained for me why today’s extreme
progressive left behaves as it does and why it is anti-Semitic. He
would say that most people think that the political spectrum is a
straight line with the extreme left at one end and the extreme right
at the other. This is not true; it is a circle with the extreme right and
extreme left meeting at 12 o’clock. The only essential difference
between a Stalinist Communist and a Hitlerite Nazi is that they are
exactly the same. The proof of this was the Molotov-Von Ribbentrop
pact making Stalin, together with Mussolini, Hitler’s strongest
supporting ally during the first two years of World War 2, until Hitler
broke that pact and attacked the Soviet Union. Remember if you
agree to be someone’s strongest ally you are automatically
condoning their policies; in the same way that China is condoning
Russian policy with respect to Ukraine in today’s world.
With all this in mind allow me to state that in today’s Israel it is
important that members of the political right be not too far right of
centre, and that members of the political left be not too far left of
centre, so that they can join forces and provide the country with a
strong, enduring coalition government; one that doesn’t require
repeated early elections, at a time when Israel is forced to face a
possible hazardous future due to the vicious interfering policies of
the current Iranian regime.

6

What Drives the
Survival of Betar QLD?
Here’s my answer after
writing a Jewish history
book.
As one of the few madrichim during my years in
Betar Queensland, it was hard to imagine the
certainty of the youth movement’s future. Ironically, I
am probably right in saying that not much has
changed since I left almost five years ago. It’s only
natural that those who have developed a strong
connection to Betar care about how their time and
energy put in the present will be translated into the
future. Yet, despite this constant fear, in 2022, Betar
QLD is still thriving and still connecting the affiliated
and unaffiliated Jews who are looking for a sense of
belonging to the Jewish world.
As the theme of this year’s Iton is ‘Looking forward,’ it
brings me back to the days when I actively thought
about the survival of the movement in QLD. This is
an age-old, eminent topic of which I have been
considering on a day-to-day basis for the last year
through the research that I’ve been doing for my new
upcoming book – currently untitled – about the
history of the Gold Coast Jewish community; a
commission of The Pelerman Foundation and
supported by the Queensland Jewish Board of
Deputies.
The Gold Coast is currently Australia’s largest Jewish
community based in a non-capital city. There are
many parallels that I can draw about the survival of
the Jewish community on the Gold Coast and that of
Betar QLD. But the main one I want to focus on is the
power of storytelling. As an ex-Betari writing this
book, I have been drawn to the history of our youth
movement on the Gold Coast and the role of the
youth in general since Betar’s first branch was
established there in the late 1950s. Something I
noticed that hasn’t changed much is that the focus
has – for much of Betar QLD’s history - always been
on Jewish identity and connection, rather than
endorsing any strong political ideologies. Teaching
the movement’s ideology instead comes naturally
through the art of storytelling in Betar; through the
lyrics of songs and chants, through Israeli dancing,
through games, and through jokes.
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Shaina Rother
Writer and Ex-Betari

It’s also in the little things, like the face of Ze’ev
Jabotinsky on camp merch or throwing in a classic
Theodore Herzl quote mid conversation. It’s even
in the way the leaders empower their chanachim
to stand up for what they believe in (Tagar). These
are all the small ways of keeping the story of
Betar alive whether one agrees wholeheartedly
with its political ideology or not. It is clear that the
model of informal education and youth looking
after the youth is powerful, successful and longstanding. The way in which we pass the
knowledge, stories and histories from one Betar
year level to another cannot be underestimated.
The beautiful part is that Betar has been doing
this for so many decades. And it is no wonder,
despite only ever having a handful of leaders each
year, it continues to survive. The IDEA of
storytelling is a common thread in the plight of
Jewish survival. However, the POWER of
storytelling has been a driving force for all these
years, and is undoubtedly what will take Betar
into the future. Betar QLD is no exception despite
its comparatively small size.
From Betar youth leader to writer, I continue
holding the tradition of storytelling in my
community through my work on the book. Every
Jew on the Gold Coast has a story to tell, in their
own unique way, and I strive to share as many of
them as I can. Because the truth is that it’s not my
words that will make an impact, but the emotion
attached to the story that I am passing on from
the people I’ve interviewed to the reader of the
book. Storytelling spans generations in our Jewish
community and through this book, it is another
way of bringing the community together and
ensuring the survival of our people for
generations to come.
The book is set to be published in 2023, so keep
an eye out for it!

The Anti-Semitism of
the UMSU BDS and
Solidarity Policy

On the 29th of April 2022, the University of
Melbourne Student Union passed a motion (10
for, 6 against, 1 abstention) titled “UMSU stands
with Palestine – BDS and Solidarity Policy”. The
motion – in seeking to show solidarity with
Palestinians – blatantly misrepresented Zionism,
and ultimately created a hostile environment for
Jewish students. It labelled Zionism as a ‘racist,
colonial ideology’, while making a futile,
hypocritical
effort
into
‘[condemning]
antisemitism’ on campus. After a couple of
weeks, another student at the university (who
was not Jewish, but friendly with Jews) decided to
sue the union if they did not reverse the motion,
which they eventually did, to the relief of the
Jewish community. However, Jewish students on
campus continued to feel unsafe because of this
motion.
At least we could say it was over, right?
Unfortunately, this too was not the case. On the
15th of August, a couple of weeks ago, a reworded motion passed. (13 for, 3 against, 1
abstention). Upon reading it, the Jewish
community found little difference. Terms like
‘ethnic cleansing’ and ‘apartheid colonial state’
were still being used to describe Israel and their
actions. Support of BDS was explicit and clear.
The statement even claimed that “The
legitimisation of the Israeli state is the
legitimisation
of
Palestinian
oppression.”
Certainly for this Hashy boy, this rhetoric begged
the seemingly obvious question – what the hell is
going on?

Chad Aisicowitz
Rokaz Shant
Hashomer Hatzair

And how could someone like myself, a leftist
madrich of Hashomer Hatzair contend with these
two seemingly contradictory parts of my ideology?
You might be surprised to hear – easily. Our
definition of Zionism now stands as it did 50 years
ago. The Jewish people are a unique and selfidentifying group, and thus have the right to selfdetermination. In the same way then, so do the
Palestinian people. For Hashy, it’s simple – one
cannot exist truthfully without the other. This leads
into why the left rhetoric surrounding Israel can be
so frustrating – the presence of Jews and Israelis in
their historic homeland is categorically not colonial.
Any equivalence that suggests such is absurd, and
mis-informed. To decry our presence in the land of
Israel (where there has been continuous jewish life
for thousands of years) as inherently unjust and
colonial is an erasure of the Jewish reality: past,
present, and future.
So then, what now? Well, we continue to do what
we have always done. We persevere. We fight. We
make ourselves heard in spaces that wish not to
hear. I have heard through the grapevine that
Labor Premier Daniel Andrews is aware of the
motion and frustrated with it himself. Maybe
political change is on the horizon, or perhaps it’s
the cultural winds shifting. Regardless, one thing
remains certain. Making young Jews feel unsafe in
this city won’t be tolerated for very long, of that
much we can be sure.

Why is it that in a world-class country, in a worldclass city, in 2022, Jews were still being made to
feel as though they had no place in an institution
like Melbourne University (a world-class
university!)?

8

'Dimensions in
Testimony' and the
Future of Holocaust
Education
Dimensions in Testimony is an initiative by the University of
Southern California’s Shoah Foundation, to record and
display testimony of Holocaust survivors and other
witnesses to genocide in a way that will preserve dialogue
between survivors and museum-goers well into the future.
Thanks to this current 3D technology, six Australian
Holocaust survivors at the Sydney Jewish Museum,
including my late father Kuba, will now have the
opportunity to share their stories of history, hope, survival
and resilience with generations long into the future
USC Shoah Foundation’s Dimensions in Testimony has
revolutionised the concept of oral history by integrating
advanced filmmaking techniques, specialised display
technologies, and next-generation natural language
processing to provide an intimate and unique experience.
Each specially recorded interview enables visitors to ask
questions of the survivor about their life experiences, and
hear responses in real-time, lifelike conversation.
Questions are answered naturally, as if the survivor is in
the room, and through artificial intelligence, the more
questions asked, the better the technology becomes.

Pearl Blasina

With her father Kuba Enoch

The images are so life-like and the responses so
accurate that one soon forgets that one is not talking
to a real person. Our belief is that it will continue to
inspire future generations to learn from the Holocaust
and to take a stand against intolerance of any form, in
the hope that history will never repeat itself.
The decision of who to include in this filming project
was extremely difficult. Working with the USC Shoah
Foundation, we considered survivors who have
differing Holocaust and post-war experiences and
their age during the Holocaust. We then decided on
the six survivors whose history we believe allowed for
a broad range of experiences to be recorded.
The Holocaust survivors who shared their incredible
stories were: Eddie Jaku OAM (101), Olga Horak OAM
(94), Kuba Enoch OAM (94), Yvonne Engelman OAM
(93), Paul Drexler (83) and Francine Lazarus (83).
Unfortunately, both Kuba* and Eddie passed away in
2021.

The filming process was very intensive and each survivor
was filmed over the span of five days, in 360 degrees, by a
custom-made rig of 23 cameras. The survivors answered
almost one thousand questions, which were later cut into
short clips. Using artificial intelligence (AI) and next
generation language processing the technology trained to
respond to audience questions, it will enable future
museum visitors to converse with a Holocaust survivor as
though they were standing in front of them.

Stephen D. Smith, the Finci Viterbi Executive Director
of USC Shoah Foundation, says, “Their stories of
survival are unique and diverse, yet these three
women and three men share many things – a
homeland in Australia, incredible bravery in telling
their stories, and unshakable dedication to do all they
can so others can learn from what happened to them
and their families.”

It will take almost a year to create each DIT, and we are
currently half way through the beta testing phase of the
project, where visitors to the Museum are encouraged to
talk to the interactive biography of each survivor. The more
questions they are asked, the better the technology
becomes. These interactive biographies are in an
important testing phase, which means they’re still learning
to connect any question they are asked with the many
hours of footage that can be drawn on as answers. The
biographies need to be asked tens of thousands of
questions before they’re ready for exhibition.

*Kuba fought ailing health to film the Dimensions in Testimony project, so
coming generations would be able to spend time in his virtual presence.
On a couple of days during the filming, he was really struggling to
continue. However, my sister Belinda, really convinced him to overcome his
physical discomfort and ‘soldier on’. The team at SJM, especially the
paramedic who cared for him during the gruelling hours of filming, were
also were very supportive. Family members were permitted to sit in during
the filming process.
Two weeks ago, most of the family were invited to the museum to ‘meet’
with him
again. It was so special to ask him questions and hear him respond to
them. We
laughed and cried in equal measure. DIT is his lasting legacy, in addition
of course, to his 25 descendants: four children, eleven grandchildren and
eleven great grandchildren. As Kuba always said: “They are my victory over
the Nazis, Hitler did not win!”

The project will bring the voices of the survivors and their
stories to life, allowing visitors in the future to have an
authentic and meaningful experience of survivor
testimony.
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I am the eldest of Kuba’s children. It has been an absolute privilege and joy
to
volunteer at the museum as an educational guide, while he was alive.
Now, with
the DIT project in its beta testing phase, I feel I am being supported in
carrying on his legacy.

Letter from a
Shnattie!

Sam Gray

NSW Betari and current Shnattie

I grew up with four brothers, all who went through Betar and the Shnat program, so in January I was ecstatic to
embark on the experience my brothers would never stop talking about– and I’m so glad I came. I have gained so much
from this Shnat experience and have found myself changing and growing in ways I hadn’t imagined. I realised how
much I can mature, be independent and make a difference through Betar. Learning different methods to pass on
knowledge to the next generation has been awe inspiring and I'm so
excited to return to Australia with new knowledge and experiences to share.
My year was split up into a number of sections, each section completely different from each other. It started with
machon la’madrichim, a leadership development program in Jerusalem for participants from different youth
movements from around the world. We learnt about Israel, Zionism, Judaism, history and Betar's own ideology from a
number of different lecturers who expanded my knowledge immensely. We also spent a week in Poland where a first
hand perspective deepened my understanding of the Holocaust. The Poland trip was an invaluable educational and
personal experience.
A highlight of mine was volunteering at Keren Or, the Center for Blind Children with Multiple Disabilities. I was chosen
to go to the different classrooms and play the drums for the children. The experience was extremely rewarding as I
could see the impact I had on the children through music.
Following Machon, we went to work on Kibbutz Harduf. There we experienced what kibbutz life was - we worked on
the farm, lived independently and became a part of the community there. We even witnessed the ingenuity of the
kibbutz as we watched the play their resident theatre company had been working on, completely independently
produced from the stage to the costumes
Afterwards we had the amazing opportunity to participate and lead at Camp Elihay, in Italy. The entire experience was
surreal as we were in a completely foreign country, teaching kids about our youth movement and running activities for
them. We even got free time to explore Italy with our friends and visited historical monuments.
The next part of the program was Marva for two months. There we obtained a glimpse of Israeli and army life.
Through hiking the land, living in field conditions, venturing to historical sites and going through lessons and lectures,
we learnt about the social, security, and political matters of the Israeli Army first-hand, and began to understand the
massive role it plays in Israeli life. The entire experience pushed us mentally and physically from beginning to end. The
moment that stood out the most for me was experiencing the final ceremony. You truly feel accomplished and deeply
connected with all the people around you, celebrating the completion of a 2 month long mission.
Shnat has been a life changing experience for me. My program was filled with growth, independence, development,
exploration and an array of learning opportunities. I can’t wait to arrive back to Australia and make a positive impact
on reshaping my
movement in Sydney. Betar Shnat provides future madrichim, like me, a platform to express themselves, immerse
themselves in Jewish culture, and develop ideas to bring back to their Maozim across Australia. Go on Shnat!
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Purim in Jerusalem!

camping on the
Kinneret vibes

Tel Chai from Tel
Chai!

Channelin
g Herzl

I hope Sam figures
out how to use the
stairs properly

How do I use
these stairs??
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Saint Peter's
Square, Italy

Volunteering at
Keren Or

Introducing English
Machon to Betar

I am sick of
toiling the fields

I love toiling the fields

Ari smells terrible
right now
I smell terrible right
now
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My name is Andres Tassara, and I am the Director of projects and education for
World Betar, and the person that will be in charge of your precious children in
this upcoming Shnat 2023.

What is Shnat? Shnat is an opportunity to take part in the best and biggest gap
year program of leadership and networking that exists in the Jewish world. There
is no better way to start the program than the Machon Le Madrichei Chul in
Jerusalem, together with 300 young leaders from more than 30 countries in the
world they will be studying 11 hours a day about leadership, community, skills for
university life, and of course Zionism... one of the most important values for our
movement. And if we are talking of Zionism and how proud we are of supporting
the state of Israel, our dear Chanichim are having the Marva experience, where
they will have a taste of the experience of Israeli soldiers for two months. And last
but not the least, they will finish this program in Ariel, where they have the
opportunity to settle down after so much intensity, and put everything learned on
the paper in order to build several projects for Betar and them personally. This
short list is barely scratching the surface of the wealth of experience the full
program makes available to shnatties!

Shnat is not only a contribution for the movement, but for the personal lives of
the participants. Not only gives them the opportunity to expand their networking
in a social way, having REAL friends all over the world, but also having amazing
laboral connections for their future... that’s the Jewish world. Shnat also provides
invaluable skills for their lives as students and moving into adulthood: they will
have to manage a budget, live and work independently, attend a substantial
schedule of fascinating classes, and adapt to strict army discipline on Marva. The
Shnat experience builds invaluable life skills in a once-in-a-lifetime setting.
In a personal way, Shnat changed my life enormously. It made me the person I
am today; it inspired me to join the IDF and defend my country, and made me a
proud Israeli citizen. Eventually, it lead me eventually to become the Director of
Betar–the best Movement in the entire world.
Tel Chai, and see you all in Israel.
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Procrastination Station
Try your luck with this tricky zionist crossword.
Follow @betaraustralia on IG for the answers

awesome
crossword

Get Jabo through the maze!

Clues

Over
here!

HELP
46 PopularEncrypted Messaging App
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NSW Update
Shalom loved ones!
My name is Mia Lee-Warden, and I have been lucky enough to take the role of Mefakedet for Betar NSW
this year. The last six months of Betar NSW can best be described as chaotic, With both 2020 and 2021
Mads leaving for shnat. Our leadership team faced a challenging transition, with all madrichim (leaders)
taking on new tafkidim (roles) for the first time. This year has been full of memorable experiences for Betar
NSW. We ran some amazing and fun events like going to the arcade and trampolining. Followed by a long
overdue Federal winter camp, which was a total success! We were lucky enough to be able to run an inperson Summer Camp, which gave the chanichim a much needed opportunity to reunite with their camp
friends and make new ones from out of state.
The question of how to keep the kids engaged and keep them connected to Judaism and Zionism has
always been a challenge. I was brought up in a traditional orthodox Jewish home and attended a Jewish
school (Masada College) throughout my whole schooling career. I was constantly provided the opportunity
to maintain my sense of jewish identity. Despite all of these opportunities, I have always found it difficult to
connect to my Jewish identity through these traditional ways. Through Betar’s informal education system, I
have strengthened my bond with the community and learned to understand the importance of belonging
to it. But I know for many of the kids, betar is their singular source of Jewish identity, this makes our role
as jewish leaders so important. Betar has been instrumental in creating and maintaining many of the kids'
jewish friendships and connections and we hope to see this continue for many years to come.
The role of youth movements is well established in maintaining and educating the Zionist
youth within the Australian Jewish population. By appealing specifically to youth and the
connections we form with each other, the movements provide a unique space that is
Unparalleled. Betar aims to cement the values of Judaism, Zionism and Hadracha through
our activities, in the hope we can further strengthen our connection to each other, Israel and our
community.
A massive thank you goes out to the families who have unconditionally supported us. If you are interested
in joining a Betar Sydney event, activities for camp, everything is posted
on our Instagram pages. If you are interested in joining or collaborating with us, we would love to hear
from you!
Tel Chai!

Find Betar NSW on our Socials
@betarnsw
@betarnsw
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QLD Update
Shalom all!
It has been my pleasure to continue my role as the Mefaked (Director) of Betar Queensland this year.
The question of adapting the movement to fit the times is one not unfamiliar to Betar. In my time at Betar,
there have been many instances where our standard operations must be reconsidered, and our priorities
re-evaluated to adapt to the ever-changing landscape in which we exist – the youth. This is no hindrance,
in fact, it is the opposite. The healthy development of our movement (or any organisation for that matter)
balances on our ability to effectively adapt. We must question even our strongest beliefs to ensure their
foundations have not decayed and their meaning eroded.
Looking to the future I see two core areas where Betar will progress: our connection to the Jewish
community and our approach to tagar (activism).
Currently, Betar serves as one of the only alternate providers of Jewish education and youth
empowerment in the Queensland Jewish community. We are often lucky enough to assist with the
planning and orchestration of community events and look forward to bringing the energy we have in new
ways. Betar Queensland takes great pride in the relationships we have fostered with representative bodies
who provide us with the opportunity to have our voices heard. The path to securing our future in the
community means taking every opportunity we are afforded, and we’ve got big ideas for the coming years!
Tagar (activism) initiatives are a topic we have discussed heavily over the past few years. We are constantly
on the lookout for opportunities where we can use our influence to help others in need. So far, we have
found success scheduling blood drives with our madrichim and offering a platform for local initiatives to
be heard. In the future, we hope to engage our chanichim with more hands-on approaches to tagar,
teaching them not only the importance of volunteering but the lasting effects generosity has on an
individual’s life too.
A massive thank you goes out to the families who continue to unconditionally support us and schlep their
children to our events.
If you are interested in joining a Betar Queensland event, activities and events are posted on our
Facebook and Instagram pages. Being one of few Jewish organisations in the region, Betar Queensland
remains eager to get in touch with any Jewish families or community members throughout Queensland. If
you are interested in joining or collaborating with us, we would love to hear from you! Do not hesitate to
contact us at QLD@betar.org.au.

Find Betar QLD on our Socials
@betarqld
@betarqueensland
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Melbourne Update
Shalom everyone!
My name is Bridgette Venier and I am blessed to have been able to lead Betar Melbourne throughout 2022 as Mefakedet.
The most admirable thing I have noticed whilst being in charge of coordinating and taking care of such a meaningful movement is the
strength of our madrichim. Without all of our wonderful and committed madrichim, Betar would cease to exist. As a young child
attending camps and Sunday Zohars, it is ordinary to overlook the amount of planning and effort that our madrichim put into making
Betar memorable, significant and fun. As a chanicha, I definitely did not recognise how essential my madrichim were to the total
operation of Betar. Looking back on my time at Betar, I can confidently say that it shaped who I am as a person now, especially in
regards to my personal identity and my beliefs on Judaism, Zionism, and the importance of community.
Looking forward, it is necessary to acknowledge all the hard work that our madrichim do to keep Betar alive. Considering how the
youth movement sphere has changed so much post-covid, our madrichim are constantly focused on adapting and restructuring the
way we operate in order to successfully function and keep our chanichim interested. When we are so heavily engrossed in the
logistics of running a youth movement, it becomes easy to lose touch with the meaning behind why we volunteer our time to Betar.
In my personal (and biased) opinion, Betar has so much to offer to the Jewish youth. Our ideological pillars aim to further the
interpersonal growth of all of our participants. Our historical significance throughout WWII, the formation of the state of Israel, and
the overall progression of Zionism speaks to the level of dedication and love that Betarim hold towards Jewish persons and Israel in
general.
For me, what it means to be a Betari, is simply to care. One of our main pillars, Tagar, encompasses this view: caring about those
around you, standing up for what you believe in, and actualising your ideology by physically doing something about it. By attempting
to make tangible changes, we are assisting our community on a micro level, and the world at a macro level, to become a better place
for all its inhabitants. Our madrichim do this every day by keeping Betar running, and ensuring that the fundamental message of our
movement continues to get passed down to our current generation of chanichim and all of our future madrichim.
So far this year we have been participating in many community events, such as the Yom Ha’atzmaut and In One Voice festivals. We
have been running our Sunday activities fortnightly, and occasionally creating themed activities, like Jerusalem Day, Army Day, and a
makeshift Shuk Hacarmel. We have been focussed on building stronger ties with our surrounding community, collaborating with
different organisations and hosting guest speakers to come and inspire our madrichim and chanichim. In July we held our first
federal winter camp (Machane Once In a Lifetime) in QLD, which was a big success! Many fantastic memories and friendships were
made, and it was great to see the whole of Betar Australia come together once again after so long apart. We are currently in the
process of organising our next federal camp- Betar Jamboree 2023. This is going to be a particularly special event as it is in
celebration of 100 years of Betar! Check out page 21 for the flyer and for more details!
I’d like to give a massive shoutout to all of the Betar community: to our ex-madrichim, our parents and friends, our current
madrichim and chanichim, and everyone in the wider community that supports us. We acknowledge and thank you for everything
you provide for us.
This year has certainly taught me a lot, and I’m excited to see what the future holds!
Betarim Tel Chai!

Find Betar VIC on our Socials
@betarmelbourne
@betarmelbourne
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Coming Up Next...

For a camp like none other- don't miss out on
Jamboree!

Jambo 2023 will be celebrating 100 years of Betar!
This is not one you want to miss! Kids in years
2-12, clear out your calendar and beg mum and
dad to book your flights. Machane Centurion is
waiting for you!
Sign ups open now!
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Sponsors
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Best Wishes to Betar for 5783,
!שנה טובה
Sharona & Alex Goodman, Dalia,
Monique, Daniel, & Emma
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